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Anſwers to ſome Queſtions mov d = 
upon Occaſion of the Overture | 
of the General Aſſembly 1731. ö 


| The following Pages are deſinned as an Ap. 
| pendix to a much larger Work, intituled, 
Modern Eraſtianiſm unvaibd, or a further Sur- | 
vey of the Right of Patronages : In which 8 
_ the Rights of the Church, and the Privi- E | 
leges of its Members in the Call and Main- 
tenance of the Miniſtry, and the Duty of 
the Magiſtrate with reſpect to. theſe, are | 
cleared and vindicated from the unjuſt Re- | i" 
8 of a Pamphlet, intituled, . 
he Right of Patronages reconſidered; which 
will be publiſhd while the General Aſſem- 
bly is ſitting. _ 


QuesT1oN I. JS the New Teſtament ſuffi- 
| 4 cient to direct the Chri- 
| 77 5 z ſtian Church in the E- 
| beftion of their Miniſters # 3 
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Anfw. Ir certainly is: For, 1. If the New Teſtament 
contain any Rule or Directory, any Precept 
or Example, concerning the Election of Minilters, it 
mult be a ſufficient and perfect Rule, or elle it ſhould be 
no Divine Rule at all; 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. All Scripture 
7s given by Inſpiration of God, &c, That the Man of God 

may be perfect, &c. | | 
Objettion. ** Tho?, in the Election of Miniſters, the 
* New Teſtament may be a ſufficient general Rule, of 
© Uſe under the Direction of the Paſtors of the Church, 
* whom it concerns to ſee, that Matters be done decently 


« and in Order; yet it will not follow, that it contains a 


2, 


« perfect particular Rule, = | 

Anſw. This Argument ſhould be of Force, if in the 
New Teſtament there were only ſome general Heads 
or Rules laid down, to be uled and applied as the 
Church ſhould think meet; but the New "Teſtament di- 
reds us in particular Cales,as in the Election of Matthias, 
Atts 1. 21.&c. and of the Deacons, Ads 6. 2, 3, 4,3. 
(2.) If there were only ſome general Directions in their 
Application left to the Diſcretion of the Church, there 
fhould be no determinate Rule at all, the Matter ſhould 
depend upon the Church, and not upon the Word, 
Popiſh enough! _ 

Secondly, The Chriſtian Church was form'd by Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles into a Society; and Office-bearers, Ru- 
lers, and Overſeers, were appointed therein: And it is 
undeniable, that Men were not to intrude themſelves into 
theſe Offices at Pleaſure ; none had a Right but he who 
was called of God. Now, there behoved to be a Method 
of Calling, elſe every one might have taken upon him 
theſe Offices at Pleaſure, and that without any Charge 
of being an Intruder. 

Thirdly, There is no well-conſtituted Society of any 
Kind, but what hath certain and determined Rules for 
electing their Overſeers and Repreſentatives of the Socie- 
ty ; nor is it conſiſtent with the Safety and Security of the 


Society, that their Overſeers and Repreſentatives be othe:- 


wiſe elected as by a determinate and eſtabliſned Rule: 
Even ſo in Chriſtian Society. | 
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Qs r. II. Can one uniform Method of e- 


pt lecting Miniſters in a conſtitute Church, be 

TY proven from the New Teſtament ? 

1 1 Have limited and cautioned this Queſtion thus, of 1 
lecting Miniſters in a conſtitute Church, that I may 

Jo Sings from the Appearances and Performances of the 

or Apoltles, and other extraordinary Officers in the Church, 


, when the Goſpel was firſt preached to the Nations. But 


ly the Queſtion is preciſely, If in an eſtabliſhed Church, as 
, Corinth, Epheſus, &c. where there were fixed Paſtors, 

| Having a particular Relation to particular Flocks, there 
je was one uniform Method of elefting Miniſters ? or any 


Is Thing in the Practice and Example of the Apoſtles, di- 
recting to ſuch a Method? 

I Anſw, Surely there was one uniform Method, and it 
: behoved tobe ſo; 1. For the preſerving of Order and 
4 Harmony in all the Churches, which would have bcen 


ir greatly interrupted, if one particular Church-Society had 
4 followed. one Courſe and another a different Courle. | 
4 2. The ordinary Paſtors were the ſame as to their Of- 
j. fice, and their Relation to particular Flocks was the ſame, 
and the Privileges of the ſeveral Chriſtian Societies duly 
> WF conſtitute were the ſame. 
Y 3. No Condeſcendence can be made of conſtitute 
z Churches in the New Teſtament, as Corinth, Galatia, 


and the Aſian Churches, that in the Election of Paſtors, 
or what elſe concerned the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernment of the Church, they differed. When the A- 
— ordained Elders in every Church, I will afterwards 
ow, that by Suffrages they ordained them Elders in e- 
very Church. Ty | 
4. The Old-Teftament Church was very expreſly di- 
rected as to what concerned the Succeſſion, Conſecration 
and Inveſtiture of their Prieſts ; and *tis not to be thought, 
that the New Teſtament hath left it looſe, how they 
p_ be choſen and admitted, who now miniſter to the 
ord, | | 
5. It is generally acknowledged, that without a Miſſion 
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and Ordination no Man is to officiate as a Miniſter : 2. 
tho” there be Differences as to the Manner of Miſſion and 
Ordination, yet every one pretends their own Way to 
have a Divine Warrant; and it is as reaſonable to aſſert a 
determined Divine Method of electing Miniſters. 

6. Beſides the Doctrine of Faith, and the practical 
Duties of a Chriſtian Lite, the Apoſtles delivered ſeveral 
Rules to be obſerved in the Ordination and Admiſſion 
of Elders and Deacons, and other Things belonging to 
Church- policy: And ſo zealous and careful were they for 
Unitormity, that the Apoſtle Paul preſcribes Uniformi- 
ty to the Churches of Corinth and Galatia, as to the 
Time of giving their Charity, x Cor. 16. 1, 2. Now con- 


cerning the Collection for the Saints, as 1 have given 


Oraer to the Churches of Galatia,even ſo do ye : Upon the 
firſt Day of the Week, &c. 


Ques r. Ill. May a conſtitute Church change 
or alter, as they may judge the Times 10 
require, the Method of eleftting their Mi 
niſters * 


Anſav. 1. Ir may be needful to diſtinguiſh between 2 


duly conſtitute Church, their changing 
the Method of electing Miniſters, as the Circumſtances of 
the Time require; and the Circumſtances of the Time, 
their being a Let or Hinderance to their Proceeding ac- 
cording to the New-Teſtament Rule. A Church, by ex- 
ternal Violence and Enrcoachment, may be obſtructed in 
the regular Election of Miniſters ; but this will not infer 
their changing or altering the Scripture- Method. When 
they are hindred from proceeding according to the New- 
Teſtament Rule, they are paſſive ; but if, by any poſi- 
tive Deed of theirs, they ſhould alter the Scripture-Me- 
thod, they ſhould be ſinfully active. | 
2. It may be likewiſe needful to diſtinguiſh between 
how lawfully the Church may proceed to eſect and admi: 
Miniſters, in a Way as agreeable to the New-Teſtament 
Rule, as the Iniquity of the Time-will allow, when they 
| | are 


is DS © 


<a 


are violently hindred from coming up to the ſaid Rule: 
And the Lawfulneſs of eſtabliſhing a Method of electing 
Paſtors upon a humane Mode), either to accommodate. 
the Matter with a greater humane Impoſition, or, under 
a Pretence of preventing a more ' Inconvenient humane 
Impolition, its being ſtretcht to its full Force. The firſt 
may be lawfully done, the laſt not ſo ; as in the Caſe of 
the Overture of laſt Aſſembly, if it ſhall be enacted, it is 
but a humane Invention, and Impoſition calculated to 
make Preſentations by Patrons go the more deceitfully 
down. | 5 

So that, 3. A conſtitute Church cannot, according to 
the New-Teltament Model, lawfully change the Method 
of electing Miniſters, tho they ſhould not be always able 


of coming up to the New- Teſtament Rule: 


1. Becauſe this would be upon the Matter to ſay, Either 
that there is no certain determined Rule in the Word, or 


that this Rule may be indifferently uſed, as the Church 
| ſhall judge meet. If there be a certain determinate Rule, 
then it can anſwer all the Inconveniencies that the Policy 
of Man can ſuggeſt. If this Rule may be indifferently uſed 
as the Church ſhall judge meet, or is left to their Diſcreti- 


on, then we can pretend to no certain Rule, and ſo all 


| Diſputes on this Head might fall to the Ground. 


2. Allowing a certain determinate Rule in the Word, 


according to which Miniſters are to be elected, none but 
| the great Lawgiver and Head of the Church can diſpenſe 
| with that Rule, vary or change it: Or, if, for now or 
| then, according to the Church's Exigency and Neceſſity, 


the Rule may be changed, then it muſt be by a Divine 


Warrant; but the Church hath no ſuch Warrant, im- 
| powering them at their Diſcretion to change the Rule. 
| If outward Force, Violence, and Encroachment hinder 
from coming up to this Rule, this is not to be imputed to 
the Church, as varying or changing the Method; nor can it 
be conliructed any Compliance with Encroachments, to 


eltabliſh a Goſpel-Miniſtry, according to the ſmall re- 


maining Power in the Church's Hands, altho' it ſhould 


come ſhort of a full Conformity to the New-Teftament 
Rule. When the Church is ſo unhappily ſituate, as that 
t is not poſſibly in their Power to do better, ſtill this is — 
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be remembered, that the Church make no poſitive Com- 
pliancies with Encroachments, and do no Deed that 
may contribute to the Support of any ſuch Grievance. 


3. It is ſurely ſafer for the Church to be ſhort of the 


New-Teſtament Rule in electing of Paſtors, when this 
Deficiency is not chargeable upon them, only they are 
obſtructed in the Exerciſe of their Right, by the Impoſi- 
tion of an unjuſt Law ; than what it is for them to ſup- 
ply this Defect by any humane Invention, Compoſure, 
Contrivance, or Act. To remedy the Reſtriction of a 
Chriſtian Right, by a humane Device, is a Reflection 
upon the infinite Wiſdom of the King and Head of the 
Church, as if his Laws and Inſtitutions could not wel 
balance and overweigh the unreaſonable Impoſitions of 
Men; and therefore, one humane Contrivance mult be 
ſet up to deſtroy another. Tho' one of theſe humane 
Contrivances may come nearer to the Rights of Society 
as another, yet, both of them being only of humane 
Authority, they cannot, they ought not, in Juſtice have 
the Force of a Law, becauſe difterent from a clearly eſta. 
bliſhed divine Right. An 


Qut sr. IV. Il hat are the rational and 


ſcriptnral Characters of them who hate 
Right to elect Minifters ? 


THE firſt Character; They who chuſe Minifters, 
ought to act ſingly, without any Byaſs or juſt Suſ- 
picion thereof. In all the Matters of God, we ought to 
act with a ſingle Eye to his Honour and Glory; they 
who act from no higher Principle, as Friendſhip, Moyen, 
and ſecular Influence, ſhould jultly be excluded. Tho' 
it be difficult for the Church to fix the Byaſs upon them; 
yet, when on any tolerable Grounds made appear, it 
ſhould have due Weight ; as, when a Perfon inordinat- 
ly recommends a Friend, or acts too notourly under the 
Influence of them, from whom they have received, or 

may expect, good Offices. 
A ſecond Character is, That they own and * an 
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(ated oo of the Churches, whoſe Paſtors they 
retend to elect, Acls 1. 21, 22, 23. Wherefore of theſe 


Men which have accompanied with us all the Time that 


the Lord Jeſus went in and out among us, &c. And 
they appointed two, &c. Why: do People make Choice 
of a Paſtor, but that he may teach them the Principles 
which they believe? Will One who regards not the 
Principles of a Church, make a proper Choice of One to 


teach the Doctrine of that Church? Will they not ra- 


ther chuſe One, who may be leaſt capable or diſpoſed to 


| wrong or oppoſe the Principle of the Elector ? 


A third Character; The Elector of a Miniſter muſt be 


no Enemy to the Conſtitution of that Church of which 


the Perſon elected is to be a Miniſter. It is not enough 


that he be One who profeſſeth the Proteſtant Religion in 


general, but he muſt favour the very Conſtitution main- 


| tained by the Paſtors and People of that Society. Every . 


Society hath a natural Right to preſerve itſelf, and it can 


never be ſafe for a Church-Society, that the open and 


avowed Enemies of its Conſtitution elect One to be a ſpi- 


ritual Paſtor. 


Objeftion, * Allowing theſe who agree not with the 
© Society in Doctrinal Principles, to be denied a Vote in 


| © the Choice of a Miniſter, yet it appears not ſo reaſo- 
enable to exclude them becauſe of different Sentiments 


e in Point of Church-Policy. ” 


And. 1. If there were an Agreement in Doctrinal 
Principles, I ſhould grant the Matter were the more to- 
lerable. But, 2. If ſuch as are Enemies to our Conſti- 
tution will elect, they promiſe to ſubmit to the Miniſtry 
of the Elected; and yet Experience ſhows how little Re- 
gard is to be had to ſuch ſubſcribed Engagements. 3. We 
cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, that they, who are Enemies ta 
our Church-conſtitution, will ſhew a due Concern for it 
in the Election of Minifters, and will not rather ſo act 
in this Matter, as to weaken and endanger the Eſtabliſhment. 
Every one of us know what Hurt was done this Church, 
when the unhappy Reſolves were concluded for admitting 
Malignants into Places of Civil Truſt; and one ſhould 
think, that, if theſe brought forth ſuch Miſchief to the 


Church, it were equally dangerous, to allow ſuch to be 
— | Chuſcrs 
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Chuſers of the Miniſtry. So careful and ſtrict was the 
Reformed Church in France of maintaining their Church- 
conſtitution, that, by a Decree of the third Synod of CHa- 
Fenton, Anno 1654, among other Baptiſmal Engagements, 


a Promiſe is made to ſubmit to the Order and Diſcipline 


of their Church: Upon which I may obſerve, 1. That, 


when their Church was in the greateſt Hazard, they took 
not the Way of the Overture of the laſt Aſſembly to 
{lack the Reins of Diſcipline, they become the more 
ſtrict. 2. That, as Baptiſm was more preciſely perſonal 
than the Electing of a Miniſter, ſo the Order and Diſci- 
pline of their Church was in leſs Hazard by baptizing 
without ſuch Engagements, than it thoſe not ſo enga- 
ged had been admitted to chuſe Miniſters. 3. Seeing theſe 
they baptized were ſo bound, we fee that none had a 


Right to chuſe a Miniſter, but they who were bound to 
the Order and Conſtitution of their Church, unleſs any 


ſhould fooliſhly think, that they allowed unbaptized Per- 
ſons this Privilege: For, tho' many had this Privilege 


| Who were converted from Popery, and were not rebap- 


tized by the Reformed Church; yet, among us, as well as 

among them, all ſuch Proſelytes are taken bound to the 

Doctrine and Conſtitution of the Church. | 
Some reaſon thus, * What is the Harm for them who 


C are not Presbyterians to vote in the Choice of a Presby- 


«© terian Miniſter, when they can elect none but ſuch as 
re the Church have admitted, or ſet furth as Candidates 
© for the Miniſtry?“ | 

Anſw, 1. It is true they can elect none but ſuch as the 
Church have ſet ſurth as Candidates for the Miniſtry ; 
but, when once they find the Power of Election in their 
Hands, they can encourage their Gallio Friends to ſet out 
for the Miniſtry, and make them Inſtruments of the 
Church's Ruin: They may ele& Men, who, tho* not un- 
worthy of the Miniitry in ſome one or other Corner of 
the Church, yet unfit to labour in more important Places; 
ſo that weaker Men being put in more difficult Stations, 
the whole becomes a Prey. z. They may, and for ordi- 


_ nary do, elect Men diſagreeable ts Congregatious, whoſe 


Labours are unacceptable to them on whom they are = 
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truded, ſo that the — * into Contempt, and the 
People become a Prey to Seducers. 4. If it be a ſuffici- 
cient Reſtriction of their Capacity of doing Harm, that 
they can elect none but ſuch as are in the Miniſtry, or 
are Canditates for it, by the ſame Reaſon we might make 
an Act, admitting Papiſts to elect, or Patrons to preſent, 
becauſe they can elect or preſent none but ſuch as are Mi- 
niſters of the Church, or Canditates for the Miniſtry. 

A fourth Character is, That the Electors of Miniſters 
ought tobe actual Members of that Congregation to whom 
the Perſon elected is to be a Miniſter. Reaſon would plead, 
That the duely qualified Pariſhioners are they whom this 
Affair immediately concerns, and who are to be conſide- 
red in this Matter : For, ſeeing it is as Chriſtians, and 
Members of a Chriſtian Society, that I have this Privilege, 
no Argument can be formed upon ſecular Intereſts, ſup- 
porting a Title in this Matter. 

It will not do to ſay: © That,tho* Heritors are not pre- 
&« ſently Members of the vacant Congregations, yet they 
* may come and dwell upon their Eſtates, and fo are to 
ce be allowed a Vote, as if they were at preſent dwelling 
« in the Pariſh,” For 3 

Who are they who ſhould chuſe a Miniſter but they 
who want one ? The Heritor, who dwells in another, as 
the vacant Pariſh, wants not a Miniſter, and therefore 
hath no Title to elect for that vacant Pariſh. If non-re- 
ſiding Heritors vote, becauſe. they may poſſibly go to the 
vacant Pariſh, and dwell on their Eſtates, the Tenant of 


£ one Pariſh, who hath taken a Tack in the vacant Pariſh, 


and is firmly purpoſed to dwell there at Whit/ſtinday, 
ſhould be alſo confidered, tho at preſent he be no Pari- 
ſhoner, but is, by his Tack, bound to be one at the next 
Term. Again, If non-refiding Heritors vote in the Ele- 
ction of a Miniſter to the vacant Pariſhes, becauſe they 
may come and dwell upon their Eſtates, this only can re- 
ſpect ſuch as can dwell upon theſe Eſtates ; ſo that ſome - 
Heritors, however conſiderable their Intereſts may be,ſhould 
bave nothing to ſay upon this Footing, becauſe Societies and 
Incorporations cannot well dwell upon their Eſtates ; and 
theſe who have Intereſts in Fiſhing cannor do it at all, unleſs 
aboard their Boats and Crive-walls; So that vo — 
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Rights of Heritors is 1 there would need to be 2 
great many Diſtinctions, which the Overture of Aſſem- 
bly hath not taken Notice of, and ſo it proves, at beſt, 
but a looſe, dubious and uncertain Rule. >; 

A fifth Character, The Elector of a Minifter ſhould be 
of a Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : 
I ſhould reckon this Character would not be diſputed ; 
ws & it is to be obſerved, that when ſome People cannot 
with Credit deny a Thing, they diſtinguiſh it out of the 
Field, or rather diſtinguilh themſelves out of their Duty. 
By the Act of Aſſembly 1649, a ſcandalous Perſon is 
not allowed a Vote; but I am afraid it is not duly conſider'd 
what may denominate a Man a ſcandalous Perſon. Tis 
often charged upon us, and, as to our Practice, not without 
Ground, that we ſo conduct, as if our Diſcipline only re- 
{pected one or two Scandals. For my own Part, whatever 
may be Practice, I am perſwaded it falls within the Com- 
paſs of our Diſcipline, that they are ſcandalous who ei- 


ther diſhaunt Ordinances altogether, or attend at Zaco- 


bite Meetings, do journey, and without Neceffity travel 
on the Lord's Day, are cuſtomary Swearers. Now, if 
but all ſuch, whether Heritors or People, were denied a 
Vote in the Election of Miniſters, there would be a great 
Reduction among the Voters : And whether they would, 
in Proportion, be moſt numerous among Heritors, I ſhall 
leave it to a proper Court of Inquiry, which I expect to 
ſee conſtitute, when the Giving of very conſiderable Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Privileges to many of the moſt abandoned 
Characters is at an End. 

A ſixth Character of them who ſhould be admitted to 


elect Miniſters, is, They ought to be Perſons, who are full 


and complete Members of the viſible Church; that is, 
Perſons who participate in all the Ordinances, Word 
and Sacraments: For, r. Such as are not admittable to 
the Lord's Table, are theſe who are either . or 
ſcandalous; if ſcandalous, then, by the Act of Aſſembly 


1649, ſuch are not allowed a Vote in the Election of a 
Miniſter, Tf not admittable, becauſe of Tgnorance, then 
unfit to make a proper Choice of a Miniſter. 2. The 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being the alone Ordinance 
of Confirmation of them who in Inſancy — 

1 ow 


2 — 1 un dt a. TY r IT) 8 


11 | 
now unreaſonable is it, that they who have never mad 
any ſolemn publick Profeſſion of their Faith, ſhould be 


allowed to elec a Goſpel-Miniſter ? Hath it not been ex- 


perienced ſince the Reformation, that Papiſts have got- 
ten Indulgencies to be Hearers of Proteſtant Miniſters, 

oviding they did not communicate with them : So that 
if all ordinary Hearers ſhould elect, what a dangerous Si- 
tuation muſt the Church be in? 3. If the Members of a 
viſible Church do not communicate through a Careleſ- 
neſs about, or Contempt of, the Supper, they are then 
juſtly to be eſteemed ſcandalous, and, as ſuch, ſhould not 
be honoured with a Voice in the Choice of a Miniſter. 
4. We find, Acts 1. that they who were concerned in 
the Election of Matthias, were ſuch as fully followed 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles in their Miniſtrations. 

The Wirremberg Confeſſion, on the Head of the 
Euchariſt, have theſe Words; Hoc Chriſti inſtitutum ve- 


us & vera Eccleſia tam ſeveriter obſervavit , ut eos, qui 
in hoc ſacro preſentes non communicarent, excommunica- 
verit. To which they add the Words of Anacletus in 


his firſt Epiſtle. Peracta conſecratione omnes communi- 
cent. Qui nolueriut, Eccleſiaſticis carere liminibus, ſic 
enim & Apoſtoli ſtarnerunt & 2 Romana, rener Ec- 
cleſia. And from the Council of Antioch, Chap. 2. 
Omnes qui ingrediuntur Hccleſiam Dei, & ſacras ſcri p- 
ruras audiunt, non autem cum populo in orationè com- 
municant, & averſantur ſanctam aſſumptionem Domi- 
nici ſacramenti, ſecumdum aliquam propriam Diſcipli- 
nam, hos ab Eccleſia abjici opportet. = 
The Synod of Poictiers, Anno 1560, it being deman- 
ded, © What Courſe ſhould be taken with ſuch, who 


having been a long Time Members of the Church, yet 


«© do not communicate at the Lerd's Table, leſt they 
© ſhould be obliged to a total Renunciation of Tdolatry ? 
*© The French reformed Church anſwer, That if, after 
«© ſome convenient Time, and Admonition given them, 
they do not reform this their Neglect, they ſhall be 
*© cut off from all Communion with the Church.” 

TI own there are ſome ſerious exerciſed Perſons who are 
afraid to approach to the Lord's Table, whom it might 
be inconvenient to exclude, For, if in any Caſe Egceptions 

| | | Om 
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from a general Rule are to be admitted, they are in this 


Caſe ; but the Exceptions of this Kind will be ſo few and 
rare, that there may be little Ceremony about their being 
allowed; nor is the Church in Hazard by ſuch as are ſo 
tenderly affected, nor will they readily, who are under 
ſuch Straits in their own private Exerciſe, be very for- 
ward in meddling in Matters of ſuch publick Concern. 
A ſeventh Character of them who ſhould be allowed to 
vote in the Election of Miniſters, is, That ſeeing we are 
bound by the Law of God to regard and honour our Ru- 
lers, and ſeeing the Lord hath blefled us with a Chriſti- 


an Magiſtracy, who protect the Church in her Liberties, 


Perſons diſſaffected to our happy Civil Government 
ought not to be allowed a Voice in the Election of Mini- 
ſters. By Perſons diſſaffected, I do not mean all theſe 
who have ſome Scruples at the publick Oaths, but other- 
wile give all imaginable Demonſtrations of Affection to his 


Majeſty's Perſon and Intereſt; and in Times of Need are 


found among the firſt and readieſt to defend his Perſon 
and Title. Nor by good Aﬀection to the Government, 
do I mean theſe, who, tho' they have taken the Oaths, 
do yet attend Jacobite Meeting-houſes, where his Majeſty 
King George may not be prayed for. It requires no Art 
for a Church-Judicatory to diſtinguiſh betwixt the two, 


and to determine who hath the preferable Title; they 
who daily pray for his Majeſty, and give unqueſtionable 


Demonſtrations of their good Affection to his Perſon and 
Title, or they, who”, tho? they have taken the Oaths, 
cannot hear the King prayed for, but deſert other Ordi- 
nances, and attend Jacobite Metting-houſes, where King 
George is not prayed for, as ſome of our Juſtices of the 


Peace do, the Men who ſhould diſcourage theſe Nurſe- 


ries of Rebellion. | | 
Objection. You was pretending to ſpeak of the Ele- 
«& ction of Minifters, as the Deed of the Church, how 
© come you to form the Character of an Elector upon a 
“ Civil Conſideration and Capacity ? | 

Anſwer. 1.1 grant, that, as the Subject of a Common- 


wealth, I obey the Magiſtrate, but I do that in regard to 


a Moral Tag tie and the Trampling upon a Moral Pre- 
cept muſt be highly offenſive to the Church, and 2 | 
makes 
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makes a Man ſcandalous to the Church, doth juſtly ex- 
tlude him from a Voice in chuſing a Miniſter. 2. The 
Church ought to preach up Obedience to the Civil Pow- 
ers, and he who counteracts their Admonitions, is yet 
more formally an Object of their Cenſure, and while 
ſuch, ſhould not be admitted to elect a Miniſter. 3. How 
reaſonable and juſt is it, that the Church, which hath the 
Protection and Concurrence of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
ſhould ſtudy the Security of his Majeſty's Government, 
which is not done when Perſons diſſaffected to his Go» 
vernment are allowed to vote in the Election of Mini- 


ſters. 


QuesT. V. Should any others be allowed to 
vote in the Election of Mini ſters, but they 
to whom theſe Characters belong ? 


Anſww. 1. A Feer the Election is made by Perſons qua- 


lifted as above, if any others, not ſo qua- 


| lifted, offer their Acquieſcence, the Church may, ex ſtt- 
perabundanti, receive it; but that they ſhould be ſo con- 


ſidered, as to have a deciſive or determining Influence in 
Elections is refuſed. For, 2. With reſpe& to the ſeve- 
ral Characters of them having Intereſt to elect, they who 
are openly ſcandalous, or act under notour Biaſs, cannot 
in Reaſon be admitted; and as unreaſonable is it to admit 


them who are open Enemies to the Principles and Con- 


ſtitution of a Church, they will endeavour the Weakning 
of both, as far as an improper Election can go, if they be 
admitted. And ſtill unreaſonable may it be thought, that 
they ſhould be allowed to chuſe a Miniſter for a Congre- 
gation, who are not Members of that Congregation, or 
that they, who, tho? they may be Members of the Con- 
gregation, yet do not partake of, or ſubmit to, Ordinan- 
ces in that Church, or who ſhew not a Regard toall the 
Ordinances adminiſtrate in that Church, or are not ad- 


mittable to theſe, or are Enemies to our —_— Civil Eſta- 


biſhment, are diſaffected to his Majeſty's Perſon and Title, 
which this Church ſhould ſo far maintain, as not to put 


it into the Hands of diſaffected Perſons to vote in the 
| | | Election 


S 
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Election of Miniſters, by which Means we may ſoon come 

| . have a diſaffected Miniſtry, as well as a diſaffected 
entry. 8 


Quesr. VI. Are the Chriſtian People, or 


Society of Believers who join in full Cm. 
munion together, the Perſons, who, accord. 
ing to the New Teſtament, have a Right 
to eleft their Miniſters ? 
Anſw. IT is ſurely ſuch as have Right and Privilege in 
this Matter; and that they who are not ſo qua- 
lfied, have no juſt and reaſonable Title, hath been pro- 
ven by unanſwerable Arguments of learned Men, both of 
old and of late, Abroad and at Home; upon which! 
need not enlarge, but ſhall only, by a brief View of the 
Matter, ofter a few of the Arguments from the New Te- 
ſtament proving this Point. 

1. If extraordinary Office-bearers in the Apoſtolick 
Times, were not choſen and put into their Offices, with- 
out the Suffrage of the Church, far leſs ought any ordi- 
nary Miniſter to be admitted without their Suffrage, 
where they will make an Election, and claim their Privi- 
lege for that End. Acts 1. 21. to the End, Matthias was 
_ choſen an Apoſtle by the Suffrage of the 120 Diſciples. 


The Extraordinarineſs of the Method of Election by Lots 


will not alter the Matter, nor break the Force of the Ar- 
gument ; for if the Society of Believers gave forth their 
Lots in this extraordinary (Caſe which we ſee they did, 
as u. 26.) by the ſame Parity of Reaſon are they to be 
allowed their Suffrage in ordinary Elections. 
Object. The Apoſtles were the Electors of Matthias, 
*-and not the 120 Diſciples.” 5 
Anſw. T own this is the Opinion of learned Men, with 
whom in other Things we do harmonize and agree, and 
run not ſo diſtant off one another in the Method of ele- 
ting Miniſters, if the Matter were duly conſidered, % 
ſome do alledge. But for an Anſwer to the Objection 
theſe Things may be offered; 1. That the * 
. EL 1 * 


2 
— —— ie 


the only Electors of Matthias, is ſaid without Ground; 
for the Eleven, and the Diſciples then aſſembled, were 


all one Society, and the Apoſtles do not diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves from theſe, either in the Liſt made for the Choice 
or in the giving out of their Lots. 2. If the 120 Dil- 
ciples gave not their Suffrage, or forth their Lots in the 
Election of Matthias, what Reaſon can be given why Pe- 
ter ſtood up in the Midſt of the Diſciples, and made 
ſuch a ſolemn Addreſs to them before they proceeded to 
the Election ? It will not be admitted here, that the A- 
ſtles, the Church Repreſentative were the Electors, or 
boch as gave forth their Lots, and that the 120 Diſciples 
were the Conſenters and Approvers of the Choice made: 
For, 1ft, By this Way of Reaſoning the Choice ſhould 
have been previous to Peter's ſolemn Addreſs to the Diſ- 
ciples; but he tells them before- hand, That One of us 


muſt be choſen; that is, one of this collective Society of 
| Apoſtles and Diſciples, for the Eleven Apoſtles had a ſo- 


lemn Inveſtiture before now. 24/9, We read, v. 26. 


| That they gave forth their Lots, Who? Arſw. v. 21. 
 'Theſe Men who accompanied with the Eleven Apoſtles, 


all the Time that the Lord Jeſus went in and out among 
them. Laſtiy, If the Eleven Apoltles were the alone Ele- 


| Gors of Matthias, then, from this it ſhould follow, that 


the Paſtors of the Church were the alone Electors of their 
Fellow-Paitors ; and ſo the Matter ſhould be acommodate 
with the Epiſcopaliaus of Rome or England, and a per- 
ual Bar thould be put to any Claim the People ſhould 
ave, either in a collective or repreſentative Capacity : 
And, as to ourſelves, all Diſputes about Heritors and El- 
ders, their being Electors of Miniſters ſhould be at an End: 
For, according to this Gloſs upon the Election of Marrhi- 
as, they have no Title, and yet even ſome Prbyrerians, 
who are againſt popular Elections, allow the People a de- 
ciſive Suffrage, where there is not an Elderſhip to repre- 
ſent them "Ta at the Chuſing of Matthias, there was no 
other Elderſhip as that of the Apoſtles. mY 
A ſecond Argument for the People's Right of Election, 
we have, Acts 6. 2, 3. At the Election of the Deacons, 
the Twelve called the Multitude of the Diſciples unto 
them, aud ſaid, Look ye out from among you [even _ 
0 


of honeſt Report, whom we may ſet over this Buſmeſ; 
From Hi we ſee, that the inſpired Apoſtles yo 


not ordain the Deacons, but upon the People's Choice, 


tho? the Deacons Office only concerned the Diſpofing of 
their Alms and Charity. Now, it in ſuch a Caſe they 
were allowed to chuſe, much more ſhould they chuſe, 
where the Inteteſt of their Souls is immediately concer- 
ned. | | 
Object. The Deacons were to be Stewards of the 
«| _ in the Diſpoling of their Goods, and good 
© Reaſon they ſhould be choſen by them whoſe Goods 
© were to be diſpoſed of.” | 

Anſw. The Speciouſneſs of this Argument will evaniſh, 
if it be conſidered, 1. That Paſtors and Deacons are both 
alike, as to their Appointment ; that is, they are both 
_ of Divine Inſtitution, whatever Difterence in other Re- 
ſpects may be between them. 2. If People were to be 
impoſed upon in the Election of Church-officers, it were 
more tolerable in the lefler Concern, than in that of 
greater Conſequence ; and if the Lord hath taken Care, 
that they ſhould be fatisfied about the one, much more 
that they ſhould be ſatisfied about the other. A Man hath 
a Right to chuſe his Servant, much more hath he a 
Right to chuſe his Wife, becauſe his Intereſt and Happi- 
w much more depends upon the right Election of the 
one, than of tne other. 'The Intereſt of the Church de- 
pends much more upon its Paſtors, than upon its Dea- 
cons ; therefore if it have a Right to elect the Deacons, 
much more to elect the Paſtors. | 

This Argument drawn from the Brethren or Society of 
Believers their electing the Deacons, is ſo clear and con- 
vincing a Proof of the People's Right to elect their Pa- 
ſtors, that they who are againſt popular Elections, have 
no other Shift, as to flee to a poor ſophiſtical Story, ſay- 
ing, That we are not affirmatively to argue from the 
| lefler to the greater. 

84 pk which I do not refuſe, that becauſe I can do that 
which is leaſt, it will not in Reaſon follow, that I can do 
that which is moſt ; bur if a leſſer Intereſt gives me 2 
Right, a greater Intereſt doth much more give me a Right. 


It the Intereſt J have in the Church's Charity, gives me 


WEIR 
Right to elect a Deacon, the Concern J have in my 
pwn Soul gives me an equal, or higher, Right to elect a 
Miniſter : And this is a plain, eafy, and rational Anſwer, 
without any Sophiſtry. | 

Thirdly, We read in Acts 14. 23. that Paul and Bar- 
nabas, alter they had preached the Goſpel at Lyſtra, Ico- 
rium atnd Antioch, they ordained them Elders in every 
Church; or, as Calvin and Beza do render it, when they 
he had by Suffrages ordained them Elders in every Church: 
I ſhall not here enter upon the Contentions that are a- 
ds bout the Meaning of the Greek Word 7:407me ; thele 

| who would not have it to fignify an Election by Suftra- 
h zes, expound this Place only as if Paul and Barnabas 

1 Greeching out their Hands, that is, by the Impoſition of 
their Hands, ordained Elders : But, as the Word y«pT7oe; 


- in the Room it hath in this Place, alludeth to the Cuſtom 
de of the Greeks in the Election of their Magiltrates, who 
re were approved of the People, by the holding forth, or 


of ſtretching forth of their Hands; ſo, when Impoſition of 
Hands in Ordination is meant, we find another Word 
| uſed, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Aer eniecoiu; Tov Yelpay To mTpsa But 
h ep. And in the 13. of the Acts, when Hands are laid 


\ 


on Paul and Barnabas, the Word is, Y eriberres Tas 


7 Xe. d. SY | | | 
„ © torrrhly, In the eftabliſhed Church of Corinth, the 
KF Apoftle would not fo much as ſend One to bring their 
i Liberality to Jeraſalem, but ſuch as that Church ſhould 


approve of, x Cor. 16. 3. It is not very like that this 

Apoſtle would have obtruded upon the Church of Co- 

] tmth a Paſtor whom they approved not. | 

| Fifthly,In the 2. of Cor. 8. 23. the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel they are called the Meſſengers of the Churches; and 
in the 19 v. he ſpeaks of a Brother who was choſen of 

the Churches to travel with us. It is to be obſerved; 
that the critical Word, y<iparoria, is made Uſe of here; 
fo that they who would take it for Ordination by the 
hying on of Hands, mult render the Text thus, h was 
ordained of the Churches: And when they endeavour to 
bear down popular Elections, I am afraid they eſtablifh 
the Opinion of popular Ordination. 

Tlheſe are but ſome ſhore _= of what is —_ - 


we long before now, for proving the Right that C 
| | ian Societies, duly conſtitute, have to elec their Pa. 
ſtors ; and the Title hath ſuch a Foundation in Reafon, 
{ 
| 
| 
1 
j 
| 


and the common Rights of Society, that it is ſtrange that 
any ſhould deny the ſame Privilege to a Chriſtian Society, 
which is an inherent natural Privilege of Society, 

I could here multiply Teſtimonies from Antiquity, 
proving the Practice of the Church to have been this very 
Thing which I now plead ; but, as it would be needleſs, 
ſo it would be impertinent for me to offer any Thing this 
Way, after what is ſo copiouſly done almoſt by every 
Body. who writes on this Subject. It is enough for my 
Purpoſe, that we can prove the Church's Title from the 
| New Teſtament : And I undertake to give up the Caule, 
[x for my Part, if any will ſhew me from the New Teſta- 
| | ment, that Heritors and Elders, and not the People, 
j were the Electors of Miniſters. EY 

So that if Miniſters be the Meſſengers of the Churches, 
and choſen of the Churches, and are ſuch as the Churches 
do approve, it will not do to paſs a Bill of Excluſion a- 
gainſt the People, becauſe they are not Judges of Miniſters 
Qualifications, therefore they are not to be their Electors, . 

For, 1. The Election of the dap and their Judg- 
ment thereon, is not ſimply and abſolutely, Whether ſuch 
a Man be fit for the Miniſtry or not? that Church-ju- 
dicatories who have licenſed them have already de- 
termined ; but their Judgment is, Who is the Man 
4 that is fitteſt for them, who is moſt adapted to their 
| Capacity, by whom they may be moſt edified? Thi 
| is a Privilege of judging, that none can reaſonably de- 

rive them of. 2. If Congregations chuſe unfit Perſons, 
1 the Presbytery are Judges, and it will not be always found 
1 that Heritors and Elders are infallible in their Judgment 
il more as the People. z. Let any Man tell me, if they. 
'| | who ſubmit to Goſpel-Ordinances, and hear them whom 
they ele, are not fitter to make a Choice, as diſaffected 
. Heritors, who are never Hearers. 4. If Knowledge and 
Capacity be a'requiſite, or needful Qualification in an Ele- 
Ctor, then Trial ſhould be made who hath the beſt Title; 
and if, upon Enquiry, the People be found void of Ca- 
pacity, let them be rejected; and if the Heritors labour 
bi | ſt» 


made by che W 1 whatever may be fad 
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r 
under this Defect, let them alſo be rejected. But it will 


be obſerved here, that it is a Knowledge in the Word of 
God, and Principles of Religion, of which Trial is to 
be made: So that, tho? an Heritor ſhould never ſo learn- 
edlv explain a Propoſition in Euclia, and the Tenant 
have no more Mathematicks, as how to till his Ground, 
or build his Cottage; tho' the Heritor ſhould talk ſurpri- 
zingly to the honeſt Tenant of the Country of the Hot- 


tentots, and the Tenant be as bad a Geographer as an 


Iriſb Papiſt, who ask d, if Jeruſalem was in Ireland ; yet 
this will not exclude the Tenant, and eſtabliſh the Heri- 
tor's Title: But, if the Tenant be ignorant in the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Heritor know- 


ing in theſe, and One that walks conform thereto, then 


Jet the Tenant be rejected, and the Heritor reſpected. I 


| ſhould be glad Hericors and People were put to this Tri- 


al; I am apprehenſive the People would not generally be 


| found ſo ignorant as to be excluded, nor Heritors ſo gene- 


rally acquainted with ſuch Matters as to claim ſuch a dis 


| ſtinguiſhing Privilege. 


Qs r. VII. Is the Overture of the laſt 
| General Aſſembly, mentioning the Conſent of 


the Patron, and making Heritors and El. 
ders the Eleftors of Miniſters, framed acs 
cording to, or warranted by the New-Tes 
ſtament Rule? 


Anſav, WW Hatever political Conſiderations ſome may 


| YY alledge, in laying down a proper Rule for 
the Election of Miniſters, it can never be pretended to 


{ have Warrant in the Word of God, that Heritors, as 
duch, and Elders, ſhould be the ſole Electors of Mini- 


ſters, or that the Church, in proceeding to elect, ſhould 
be any Way influenced, directed or determined by the 
Conſent of the Patron: For, | 

1, If the People vote not, it is becauſe the Election is 
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for the Elders their repreſenting * People, yet the H: 
ritors as ſuch have no repreſentative Capacity, Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtick: So that, upon the Footing of a repreſentz- 
tive Right, Heritors are excluded, and the Overture in 
its Chain is broken, and is contrary to the Word of God, 
Fam. 2.1,2, 3. My Brethren, have not the Faith of our 
Lord Feſus, with Reſpect of Perſons, ——— For if ther 
come into your Aſſembly a Man with a Gold Ring, in 
gooily Apparel, aud there came in alſo a poor Man in 
vile Raiment, and ye have Reſpect to him why 
eweareth the gay Clothing, &c. are ye not _—_ in ꝓour. 
ſelves? For no Reaſon can be given why Heritors ate 
ſo privileged in the Election of Miniſters, and the People 
are not, but that the one are the great and the rich, and 
the other the poor, and theſe of lower Rank. 2. In the 
Caſe of Matthias's Election, it was done by the Multitude 
of the Diſciples ; and the Deacons, Acts 6. were fought 
out, and ſet before the Apoſtles by the Multitude of the 
Brethren : So that, if Heritors be Electors, it is only 2 
Diſciples and Brethren ; and their Right, as ſuch , can ne- 
ver in Reaſon or Juſtice be excluſive of the Right 
another Diſciple and Brother. 3. According to the 
Overture, the People vote not, becauſe they are repre- 
ſented by the Elders. Now, ſuppoſe the Elders in this 
Matter were the People's Repreſentatives, then they are 
the Repreſentatives of the Rich as well as of the Poor ; 
and, if ſo, of the Heritors as well as of the Tenants : For 
Heritors, as ſuch, are only of the People, tho' the richer 
of the People. 4. If Heritors diſtin& from the People, 
and excluſive of the People, be allowed with the Elders 
to be the proper Electors of Miniſters, it muſt be be- 
caufe of their Influence as rich Men, and the Dependence 
which the Church hath on their Riches ; but this Ground 
of their Right is the Reverſe of what we read in the New 
Teſtament. There were, in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
many poor Diſciples and Brethren who had not Eſtates 
to fell and to lay at the Apoſtles Feet, yet are they not ex- 
cluded from the Election of the Deacons ; and they who 
had ſold their Eſtates were not the Electors of them who 


fhould be Stewards of the Price ; the Multitude of the 


Diſciples and Brethren, the Poor as well as the Rich, 
: 2 , 
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had this Truſt equally in their Hands. 5. As to Elders, 
it appears to have no Warrant in the Word of God, that 
they ſhould vote as the Repreſentatives of the People: No 
Doubt a Call may be ſo ſtated, as that, becauſe of the Of- 
ce and Character of Elders, a diſtinguiſhing Regard is 
to be given them; but that they are the People's Repre- 
ſentatives in this Matter, hath not, in my Opinion, as 
2 in et been proven. 6. As to the Conſent of the Patron, 
Who MW Patronages being a mere humane Device, and a Device 
that hath brought the Church into Bondage, it might have 
are MW been expected, that the Church of Scotlaua, who have 
ople ¶ ſo often remonſtrate againſt this Uſurpation, would ne- 
ver have emitted any Overture, aſſerting, without any 
the MW Explication, the Patron's Concern ; for when his Con- 
dude ſent is mentioned in the Overture, it is ſaid, aud of others 
ght MW concerned, which plainly ſuppoſeth and acknowledgeth 
the his Concern. 7. As to Magiſtrates and Town-council, 
' 44 MW altho' they, in Vertue of their Office, are intitled to 
Regards that Heritors, as ſuch, cannot claim; yet the 
of MW Room that the Dich Churches gave them, was rather 
ne 2s Conſenters to Elections, than proper Electors : And 
te- where they have an immediate and particular Iritereſt in 
his chuſing a Paſtor for themſelves and the City in which 
re they govern; yet this ſhould never be underſtood in Pre- 
; judice of the Rights of other Chriſtian Citizens and 
or WW Pariſhioners, I have, in my further Survey of Patronages, 
| ſhown, from Sforzſwwood, p. 545, that popular Elections 
e, did obtain in the City of Edinburgh from the Reforma- 
rs tion to 1624 that they were diſcharged, and the Electi- 
on was put into the Hands of the Magiſtrates, Low- 
council, and Kirk-ſeſſions ; ſo that our Overture, in this 
| Reſpect, is of a Prelatical Original. | 

It is commonly objected, © That according to the 
French Diſcipline, and our ſecond Book of Diſcipline, 
© and the Act of Aſſembly 1649, the Elders are the E- 
| © leCtors of the Miniſter, ? | 

Anſav. 1. As to the French Church, whatever Power 
the Conſiſtory had in the Election of Miniſters, it will 
be found, that without their Conſent, and the Conſent 
of the Congregation, a Miniſter was not to be planted in 


Church, 
B; A 
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2. As to our ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Chap. z. y ) 
© The Miniſter is to be choſen by the Judgment of the 
« Elderthip, and the Conſent of the Congregation, and 
© no Perſon is to be intruded contrary to the Will of 
ee the Congregation and the Voice of the Elderſhip.” J 
wiſh theſe who talk, as if we had not a Rule about elect- 
ing a Miniſter, would conſider this, and paſs an Act u: 
pon it; that this be the Way, I think this would be a 
popular Election; only the Unhappineſs would be, it is 
more favourable to the People than the Overture; and 
if this were the Way of it, none behoved to be thruſt in 
on Congregations againſt their Will, and ſo many ſhould 
miſs their Mark in ſome of their darling Settlements. 

3. As to the Act of Aſſembly 1649, the Election of 
the Elders and the Conſent of the Congregation 
mentioned therein, ſeems to be exactly upon the Model 


of the ſecond Book of Diſcipline ; and as the Matter is 


expounded by Divines of that Time, it terminates in a po- 
ular Election; for, tho' the Elders elect, yet if the ele& 
N be not agreeable to the Congregation, or if they 
incline another unexceptionable Perſon as more agreeable 
to them, this was good Ground of Diſſent from the 
Election made by the Elders. | 
Of this Opinion we find the reverend Mr. George Gil. 
Zeſpie, in his Miſcellany Queſtions, p. 26. he moves this 
Objection, That the Church may not difJent without ob. 
jectiug ſomewhat againſt the Life and Doctrine of tht 


Perſon elected. To this he gives ſeveral Anſwers ; as, 


1. {f this be all the People may object, it is no more than 
relates, yea, Papiſts have yielded. 2. Any Man, tho 
not a Member of the Congregation, hath Place to ob. 
ject on ſuch Grounds : So that, unleſs the Congregation 
ſpall have ſomething more as Liberty of objefting, they 
gave no Privilege but wwhat is common to Strangers 40 
a as to them. z. Tho nothing be objefted againk 
the elected Perſon's Doctrine and Life, yet, if tht 
People deſire another better or as well qualified, by 
whom »they find themſelves more edijied, that is a Rec 
yon ſufficient, if @ Reaſon may be given at all. 0 
that, f 5 
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4. We ſee, that altho 2 General Aſſembly 1649 
made ſuch an Act for the more expeditious electing of 
Miniſters, according to the above Way of underſtanding 
it, it was in Effect a popular Election. But, inaſ- 
much as Corruptions do ſo much prevail, and that even 
that Act in 1649 is now otherwiſe interpreted as it was 
then, the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way is, for the People duly 
qualified to vote. propria perſona. But then, 

5. Whether we betake ourſelves to the Dutch or 
French Diſcipline, to our own ſecond Book of Diſci- 
pline, or to the Act 1649, there is nothing in either of 
theſe conſtituting Heritors Electors, or acknowledging the 
Concern and Intereſt of the Patron; and yet our ſecond 
Book of Diſcipline was compoſed at a Time when Patro- 
nages obtained, and according to the Recorſigerer were 
more rigorouſly exerciſed as now. | | 

6. That the Election of the People or their Conſent is 


ſuch a ſine quo non, that no Miniſter ſhould be ſettled witb- 


out it, doth appear to have been a very early Principle 
of the Church of S$coz/and; as firſt Book of Diſcipline, 


| Chap. 4. S 2. It appertaineth to the People, and to e- 

| very ſeveral Congregation, to elect their Miniſter, 5 4. 

| Altogether this is to be avoided, that any Man be vio- 
| ently intruded and thruſt in upon any Congregation ; 


but this Liberty, with all Care, muſt be reſerved to 
every ſeveral Church, to have their Votes ana ee 65 113 
the Election of their Miniſters. And, as to the ſecond 
Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 3. $ 4, 5. I have quoted that 


already. By an Act of Aſſembly 1562, All Miniſters who 


have not been preſented by the People, are inhibit til! 


| further Trial: The General Aſſembly, at Perth 1597, 


got forbid the chuſing of Miniſters without the Conſens 
of their own Flocks. And the Aſſembly 1638 doth e- 
nact, That no Perſon be intruded into any Office of 
ihe Kirk, without the Conſent of the Congregation to 
rich they are appointed, 


QUEST 
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Qs r. VIII. hat fhould be the Tnconve: 
niencies of turning the Qverttre into a 
ſtanding Law ? 


Anſw. 1. SUch a Way of modelling the Election of 
Miniſters, is to depart from the Neu- Teſta- 
ment Rule, and to eſtabliſh a humane Device as the 
Rule; which is the more unbecoming in the Church of 
Scotland, which hath fo long wreſtled againſt the In- 
ventions of Men. | 
2, It is not only a humane Device, but ſuch a De- 
vice as is not framed according to what the Members 
ot a Society may reaſonably 4 And there is this 
_ obvious Inconveniency in a humane Device, that it 
| cannot anſwer to every Dime and Place, even without 
1 extraordinary Emergents: But the Word of God, as it 
ſhould be our alone Rule in this Matter, ſo it can ſuit 
with different Times and Places. There may be a Church 
where there is neither Heritor nor Elder; in that Caſe 
the Right of Election muſt be in the People's Hands, and 
no Reaſon can be given of taking it out of their Hands 
where there are Elders. | 
3. If the Overture ſhould be turned into Act, in 
many Places the People ſhould have no Election at 
all, no perſonal Sufirage, this is denied them by the 
Overture; nor Choice by their Repreſentatives, becauſe 
in many, yea, in moſt Pariſhes ( for ought I know) 
the Heritors are more numerous as the Elders: So that 
in all ſuch Pzriſhes the Heritors have the Power in their 
Hands of determining the Election. As for Example, 
there are in a Pariſh a Dozen of Elders, who repreſent 
Two hundred Heads of Families; there are Twenty He- 
ritors who elect with the Elders, but the Twenty Heri- 
tors being ſupernumerary to the Twelve Elders (accor- 
ding to the Overture) carry the Election againſt the El- 
ders and Pari honers; and it may fall out, that there are 
not Three of theſe Heritors reſiding in the Pariſh, I need 
not ſtay in ſhewing the abſurd Conſequences of ſuch 3 
Method of Elefting, they are obvious. 4. In ſundry Pa- 
= | ge: —_ 
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riſhes the Heritors who are diſaffected to Kirk and King, 
are more numerous as the Elders and well-attected Heri- 
tors put together: But, according to the Overture, the 
diſaftected Gentlemen, being the Majority of the conjunct 
Meeting, do carry it againſt the Elders and well- affected 
{ Heritors. And how this will contribute for the Security 


of of Church or State, needs no Commentary. 
a- 5. In Pariſhes where there are no Elders, either the 
1 People give their Suftrage, or Elders muſt be ordained 
of before there be an Election, Ifthe People vote per capita, 
1- WF where there is no Elderfhip, and if the Heritors be on an 
oppoſite Side to them, Wherber will the Heritors E. 
te lection carry it, or the Peoples? It the Heritors Choice 
'S ſhall carry it, then the People have no Conſideration at all, 
is neither perſonally nor by Repreſentatives, which I think 
t will make the Overture ridiculous enough. But it may 
t perhaps be ſaid, No Hlection is to be made till Elders be 
t choſen; Now, will this be able to diveſt the Overture of 
t its ridiculous Dreſs ? I am ſure nat ; it ſerves rather ta 
1 repreſent it as more ridiculous : The People chuſe Nine 
. or Ten Elders, there are Twelve Heritors which _ 
] MW the Election from the Elders; but when there were no El- 
$ ders, the Heritors loſe the Cauſe, if the Election of the 


People be ſuſtained againſt a few Heritors, as in Reaſon 
it ſhould, I have heard many Objections againſt Lay- 
Elders ; but, if People can make no more of them than to 
: & loſe a valuable Privilege, or a Miniſter they would incline, 
{ would think they would be glad not to have ſuch Re- 

Preſentarives. But then, if there muſt be an Elderſhip 

| eſtabliſhed, before a Miniſter can be elected, Who chules 
the Elders? Anſwer, The People. For what End do 
they chule them? Anſwer, To repreſent them in the 
Election of a Miniſter. But the Heritors will overba- 
lance the Elders ? Chuſe Elders ſupernumerary to the He- 
ritors. But we have not ſo many valuable Men to chuſe. 
Then it muſt land in this, to open a Door for intro- 
ducing unworthy Perſons into Ecclefiaſtick Offices. All 
this concerning Elders, and their Election and Eſtabliſh- 
ment before there can be an Election of a Miniſter, ſnews, 
hat the Power of electing a Miniſter is originally in the 
eople. Now, I ſhall be obliged to any who will herr 
_ 5 me, 
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me, when that Power was taken out of their Hands, and 
given to ſuch Repreſentatives. 

6. The Conſideration given to Heritors in the Election 
of a Miniſter, according to the Overture, is to bring the 
Lord's People #maer a ſpiritual Vaſſalage; to give them 
a Power over themin — Rights, as they have 
it over them in temporal Reſpects. ” 

7. If this Overture ſhould be enacted, when an E. 
teftion is ſet about, the Heritors fall a queſtioning one a- 
nother's Rights ; and he who hath the wrong End of the 
String ſpeaks bold, with ſome apparent Probability. What 
| ſhall the Church do in that Caſe, when the Title of E- 
lectors is not clear? TI am afraid their Great Maſter, who 


declined the being a Divider of Inheritances, hath not 
impower'd them to call for the Gentlemens Charters ; | 


and if they ſhould take this upon them, the Civil Judge 
would claim the deciſive Capacity in a Matter of this 
Kind : So that, upon a Controverly's ariſing, we mult go 

to the Civil Judge,to-determine who hath Right to e/e&? a 
Miniſter. It is not like, that he who ſaid, That his King- 
dom Twas not of this World, would fend his Church to 
the Powers of this World to enquire into the Character 
and Title of them who ſhould ele& Miniſters, 

8. If the Overture ſhall be turned into Act, the Patron's 
Concern and Intereſt is aſſerted, the Overture appointing 
to proceed when applied wich the Conſent of the Patron, 
and others concerned. Now,whatever Intereſt or Concern 
the Patron may plead in Point of Law, yet the Principles 
of this Church have ever been, that the Intereſt claimed 
by Patrons is a Grievance, and that Patronages have no 
Foundation in Reaſon or in the Word of God : Poſte- 

rity may judge by this Regard to the Patron, that it 
was a Principle of the Church of Scotland, that the Pa- 
tron had a Title to be a Conſenter or Diſſenter in fupply- 
ing a vacant Church. Sure I am, whatever he may claim 


by the Laws eſtabliſhing Patronages, he hath no Con- 
cern by our Principles, and therefore the mentioning his 
Conſent is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the pre- 

ſent and ſucceeding Generations. | 
9. If the Patron's Conſent be neceſſary for moderating a 
Call within the fix Months of his ſubſiſting Right, his , 
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ent to the Election 100 within theſe ſix Months, may 


be pleaded as equally neceſſary; fo that the Overture | 
makes the Patron's Conſent to a Settlement neceſſary, or 


a ſine quo non to the Settlement ; and the current Deciſi- 
ons of this Church, where the Preſentation is, tho? even 
Heritors and Elders be wanting, confirms this Way of 
underſtanding the Overture, | 

10. The Overture, if turned into Act, will open a 


Door to Simoniacal Entries into the Miniſtry : The Heri- 


tors to obtain the vacant Stipend, Tacks of Tithes, or o- 
ther Favours that depend upon the Patron, will be 
brought to bargain with him for their Votes, in order 
to ſupport his Preſentation ; as in a famous Procels the 
former Lear, in which the Heritors of a certain Pariſh 
gave it as a Reaſon ſor ſuſpending a Charge from the 
pretended Patrons, that they were promiſed the vacant 


Stipend, if they would call the Preſentee. 


11. Another Inconveniency, if the Overture be tur- 
ned into Act, is, It ſhall be in the Power of Heritors to 


prolong the Vacancy; for the Overture puts the Power 
into the Hands of Heritors and Elders, when the jus de- 


volves on the Presbytery : So that the Jus devolutum is 
taken away. A Presbytery cannot proceed within ſix Months 
after the Vacancy, without the Conſent of the Patron; and, 
after the fix Months are run out, they can't proceed without 


the, Heritors and Elders,tho? the whole Parifh ſhould never 


ſo earneſtly deſire to have a Miniſter ſettled. So that the 
Overture not only countenances and confirms the Patron's 
Title, but alſo, when his Months are elapſed, doth elta- 
bliſh new Patrons,with an indefinite Power as to Time, ſa 
that the Church ſhall never be ſettled till the Heritors and 


Elders pleaſe; yea,tho'all the Elders and People be earneſt- 


ly defiring a Miniſter, if there be but one Heritor more in 


Number as the Elders, the Election cannot obtain till their 


Time. And that which makes the Matter yet more gra- 


vaminous, tho? all theſe Heritors were Non-reſidenters,, 


or were all Jacobites, diſaffected to Kirk or State or both, 
till they be pleaſed à Presbytery cannot proceed to ſettle 
a vacant Church. It will not remove this Inconveniency 


to ſay, That, if Heritors will not elect, the jus deve. 
Wins takes Place: For Hericors may Leet, but ſuch as 
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after all Endeavours may not be had; and, when that 


Proceſs is ended, they may commence a ſecond, a third, 
and I know not how many, that, if the Overture obtain, 


it ſhall not be in the Church's Power to determine when 


a Vacancy may be ſettled. 


12. Another Inconveniency, if the Overture ſhall be 


turned into Act, is, That many Presbyteries will not re- 
ard it, as not being agreeable to the Word of God, as 
ks contrary thereto, and prejudicial to the Rights of 
Chriſtian Societies: Andtho' the Heritors ſhall obtain their 
Man, and get extraordinary Committees to ordain him ; 
yet, what Diſorder, Confuſion and Diſcontent will this 
bring into the Church ? | | 
13. If the Overture obtain, Miniſters ſhall be thruſt in 
on Chriſtian Congregations againſt their Will, and the 


Credit and Succeſs of the Goſpel ſhall be marred: For, 
were Yee/z2bub muſtering up all his helliſh Policy to ob- 


ſtruct the Succeſs of the Goſpel, and to catch Souls, ſad 
Experience ſhews us, that none of his Devices are more 
effectual for this End. When Paſtors and People are not 
Joined together in Love and Defire, what Delight have 


they in one another? how ynacceptable are the Paſtor's 


Miniſtrations ? 

14. If the Overture ſhall be turned into AQ, and if 
according to it Elections ſhall be carried on, we do there- 
in ſymbolize with the Corruptions in Elections, which 
obtain among Papiſts and in the Church of England. 
Biſhop Burner, in his Regale, tells us, p. 191. © That, 
<© after the 12th Century, People had no other Share in 
ce Elections, but that they met and applauded the Choice 
«© which the Clergy had made.” It would ſeem, the 
Framers of the Overture had looked to this Time and 


Practice. But, that we may have a clearer View of this 
Matter, I ſhall tranſcribe two or three more Sentences the 


Biſhop adds, which I think are fo much the ſame with 
what ſeems now to be driven at by the Overture, and 
our many melancholly Decifions, that the Words apply 
themſelves: He tells us, The Popes were no doubt wil- 
ling to bring the Elections wholly into the Hands of 
the Clergy, and Princes likewiſe were not unwilling to 
take it out of popular Hands; fo of all Sides they were 
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forſaken: And it grew alſo to be generally received 
te that, inſtead of the whole Clergy, only thoſe of the 
« Chapter did chooſe ; and, inſtead of the Concurrence 
cc of the People's Suftfrage, there was only a Publication 
cc made of the Choice in which the Chapter had agreed, 
© jn order to have the Peoples Approbation.“ By this 
it appears, that che Overture hath no Precedent earlier as 
the 13th Centuty ; but it is of ſuch a complex Nature, 
that we muſt deſcend lower to find out Precedent for 
ſome Parts of its Frame. It appoints us to proceed with- 
in ſix Months after the Vacancy to moderate in a Call, 
where there is the Conſent of the Patron ; that is, If the 
Patron give Leave, the Church may exerciſe its Power and 
Right. Upon this I ſhall tranſcribe, from Grey's Syſtem 
of Engliſh Eccleſiaſtical Law, the Manner of electing Bi- 
ſhops, Page 31. The King grants Licence to the Dean 


and Chapter to proceed to the Election. According to 


the Overture, the Patron conſents that the Presbytery, 
Heritors and Elders proceed to the Election. Every one 
knows what a Creature of the Magiſtrate the Church of 
England is, and our Overture makes the Church a De- 
endent on the Patron: And as, in the Election of the 
bihop, there goes along with the Conge a4 E/tre a Letter 
miſſive, containing the Name of the Perſon whom they 
ſhall elect and chooſe ; we ſee what comes of the Patron's 
Conſent, or his giving Leave to proceed to a Moderati- 
on; he takes Care that his Man be recommended: So 
that in Effect, tho? there be the Face and Form of an E- 
lection, the Freedom and Liberty of it is taken away. 


But, having given ſome Hints at the Inconventencies 


and bad Conſequences of the Overture its being enacted, 
J ſhall take a View of the alledged Conveniencies; As, 
1. The Heritors pay Stipend. 2. They are Men of In- 
fluence in the Pariſh. 3. They have a more fixed Reſi- 
dence in, or Relation to the Pariſh as the People. 4. If 
there be not a Regard to the Concurrence and Conſent 
of the Patron, he, having the Laws on his Side, may in- 
volve and perplex the Settlement by a Preſentation; 
5. The Elders their voting as the Peoples Repreſentatives 
Mall prevent the Confuſions, Diviſions, and Heats, that 
yle to be in popular Elections. 6. We ſhall have a cer- 


tain Rule, according to which to proceed in the Election 
of Miniſters; whereas now we have none: And tho? there 
ſhould be ſome Inconveniencies in the Rule, yet better 
have it as it is, than want one altogether. 7. That, con- 
ſidering what are the Laws of the Land, our Acts ſhould 
have theſe in our Eye, ſo as to conform to theſe as much 
as we may; for it is inconvenient to do otherwiſe. 
Theſe are the moſt notour Pleadings for the Overture 
that I have been able to gather: If there be any ſecret 
Articles, I may not be poſitive upon theſe; tho truly, 
conſidering the Structure of the Overture, and the Con- 
duct of our Church- managers in the many lamentable De- 
ciſions in the Settling of Churches, there is Cauſe to ſu- 
. ſome Sub auditors in, or ſecret Reaſons for, the 
erture. 


As to the firſt Reaſon for the Overture, namely, T he 
Heritors pay the Stifpend ; therefore they, and not the 


People, are to be Electors. It is ridiculous to plead it: 


For, 1. Tho' Miniſters Stipends come through their 
Hands, yet they come not out of their private Pockets or 
Eſtates; when they buy their Land, they buy not the Sti- 
pend. Miniſters have their Stipends out of the Tithes, 
and the Law of the Land hath eſtabliſhed theſe as the 
Church's Patrimony. 2. Inſtances can be given of N 
Pariſſies, where Heritors pay no Stipend to the Miniſter ; fo 
that, upon the Payment of Stipend, ſuch Heritors have 
nothing to ſay in the Election of Miniſters for ſuch Pa- 
riſhes. 3. Inſtances can alſo be given of Minifters who 
have Stipend paid from other Pariſhes, as their own ; fo 
that, upon the Score of paying Stipend, the Heritors of 
one Pariſh ſhould vote in the Election of a Miniſter to a 
Pariſh where they have no Heritage. 4. A great Part of 
many Stipends are paid by Vicarages or ſmall Tithes, and 
that by the People according to their Flocks ; fo that, 
upon the Footing of paying Stipend, the People who 
make ſuch Payments ought to have a Vote. 5. If the 
Paying of Stipend give them ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Chara- 
Cter, then Papiſts may claim the ſame Right. 6. By this 
Argument from Payment of Stipend, the Patron's Preten- 
ſions are ſupported : For, if the Heritors who pay the 
Stipend, but are not the Donors, on this Footing _—_— 
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more the Patron, who pretends to have built, doted or 
endowed the Chureh. But the Argument from the Pay- 
ment of Stipend is good for neither: Tho' really the Over- 
ture gives the Patron a tranſcendent Conſideration, and, 
after fis Right is elapſed, eſtabliſheth a new Patronage 
with leſs Reftrition and Limitation as what the Patron 
under, he hath but ſix Months for his Uſurpation; but, 
after the Elapſing of his Months, the Electors eſtabliſhed 
by the Overture may play the Tyrants to the End of the 
| 45 to the ſecond Reaſon for the Overture, That the 
Heritcrs are Men of Influence in the Pariſh ; therefore 
they are to have an elective Capacity diſtinct from the 
People. I anſwer, 1. That it is not to be refuled, but 
Heritors may by their Influence do much Good or Harm 


in Pariſhes ; but then this argues againſt the Overture, 


| which makes no Diſtinction of Heritors, whether the 
| be Enemies to the Church, or Friends to it ; the Privilege 
| is allowed to Heritors, without any other Limitation than 
that of their being Proteſtants. Now, let us ſee how the 
Argument from the Heritors being Men of Influence will 
ſometimes run. Such and ſach Heritors are Jacobites, 
| and profeſt Enemies to this Church, and they habitually 
diſhaunt Ordinances ＋ pag therein: But they are Men 
ol Influence in the Pariſh : Therefore they mult be proper 
| EleQors of Miniſters. What a fine Argument is this from 
Influence? The Argument from Influence, if it be of 
any Force, it is when the Influence is upon the Church's 


| Side, and not againſt it. 2. If theſe Gentlemen of In- 


{ fluence be Men of real Worth and Merit, they will never 
| ſuſpend the proper Uſe of their Influence, becauſe they 

cannot get er deprived of their Privileges, and a Mo- 
nopoly made of their Rights: If they be ſuch as are only 
{ diſpoſed to uſe their Influence to the Advantage of the 
Church, upon Condition of their being granted ſuch an 
Intereſt in the Election of Miniſters, there is juſt Caufe 
| to luſpect that the Manner of uſing their Influence will 
be, as their Humour and Ambition is gratified. 3. If the 
Argument from the Influence of Heritors have any Thing, 
in it to ſupport the Overture, then it is not a Mn 
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of Heritors that often, yea for ordinary, muſt cat the Ba. 


lance; the deciſive Stroke mult be on the Side of them 
who have moſt Rent ; ſo that one Heritor's Vote may 
overbalance Fifty, becauſe he hath Ten thouſand Merks 
of the Pariſh, and the Fifty have not Five among them 
all; fo that the Overture is like to begin out Diſputes, 
rather than end them. 

As to the third Reaſon of the diſtinguiſhing Regard gi. 
ven to Heritors in the Election of Miniſters, founded u- 
pon this, That they reſide longer in Pariſhes as other 
Perſons do. The following Things may be anſwered; f. 


This Argument might be thought to have ſomething in it, 


if Heritors were longer-lived than others; but this they 


do not pretend to: Whatever Privileges they may claim, 


et, in the Matter of Life and Death, they muſt come in, 
in the common Reckoning, That all Fleſp is Graſs. 2. 
The moſt of Families refide as long in Congregations 
without flitting, for ordinary, as is the Time of a Mini- 
ſter's Settlement among them. 3. Many Families, and 
their Anceſtors, have been longer in Pariſhes, than Heri. 


tors, or their Children, have poſſeſſed ſome Eſtates. 4. 


Altho' Tenants ſhould ſooner remove, that is no Ar- 
= for 1 them of their Suftrage in the Ele- 
ion ofa Miniſter. In a City, the poor Burgeſſes are not 


deprived of their Rights, becauſe they may ſooner re- 


move from the City; ſo no more ſhould the poor Belie- 


vers. 5. This Argument will fay nothing for non: reſi- 


ding Heritors, ſome of whom cannot dwell upon their In- 
tereſts, unleſs it be on Crive-walls, and aboard of Salmon 
Boats. 6. The Elders, as Repreſentatives of the People, 


are allowed to vote. Now, What Security have the El- 
ders of a longer Reſidency in the Pariſh, as their other 


Neighbours? So that we ſee how ridiculous the Argu- 
ment is from long Reſidence. 5 
As to the Reaſon for that Part of the Overture which 


reſpects the Conſent of the Patron, T hat this ſpould be, 
becauſe he, having the Laws on his Side, may involve 
and perplex the Settlement by a Preſentation, I an- 
ſwer, 1. This ſuppoſes that the Preſentation is completed; 
that is, hath its legal Force by an Acceptance; for the 
Church is in Hazard of no Lacouventency by & Pr _ 
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con, if there were no =) ſo that they wha 
make the Conſent of the Patron ſo neceſſary in proceeding 
to ſertle a Vacancy, at the ſame Time do not diſcourage 
Acceptances : For, if we be involved by Preſentations, the 
Preſentee is faulty as well as the Patron; for it is in the 
Power of the Preſentee to prevent any Trouble to the 
Church from a Preſentation, or that the Church ſhould 
have any Dependence upon the Patron, 2. This of the 
Conſent of the Patron to the Moderation prevents no 
Inconveniency, but rather brings forth one; for, if the 


Patron be not under Ties not to oppole the Settlement of 


One who ſhall be ſuſtained elected, the proceeding to 
moderate a Call with his Conſent, is to give him an Op- 
portunity of exerciſing his Right, under a Pretence of ſal- 
ving the Church's Liberty. 3. If the Conſent of the 
Patron be eſtabliſhed in our Acts, whatever fair Gloſſes 
may be put upon that now, How ſhall Poſterity be able 
to judge of the Principle of this Church, with reſpect to 


| Patronages, when they read this Act, eſpecially that the 


Overture conſiders the Patron as One concerned, when it 


| fays, With the Conſent of the Patron and others concerned? 


As to the fifth Conveniency alledged to be in turning 


the Overture into an Act, namely, Ther the Elders their 
| voting as the Peoplès Repreſentatives, will prevent the 
| Confuſions, Diviſions and Heats, that uſe to be in popu- 
| Jar Eleftions. The following Things may ſhow the 
| Weaknels of that Reaſon: 1. The Title and Character 


of the People who ſhould vote in the Election of a Mi- 


| niſter can be ſooner decided than the Title and Chara- 


cter of Heritors : Apply the Characters I have given of 
them who ſhould be allowed to chuſe a Miniſter ; the 


| Elders can teſtify if they be Perſons ſo qualified ; and this 


Is properly the Elders Work, to inſpect the Manners of 


| the People. a. Confuſions and Heats, in this Matter, do 
either ariſe from Oppoſition to a Miniſter, or from a tu- 


multuary Manner of Election. If from the firſt, the 
Heats and Diviſions will not be the leſs, that they are 
refuſed a Vote; for, if a Miniſter be thruſt in upon a Con- 
gregation, there is more Hazard of Heats and Diviſions, 
than if they were allowed to vote in the Election ; for, if 
they be allowed to vote in es Election, they may divide 
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in their Choice : But, whichſoever of the Choices obtain, 
theſe Electors will adhere to him who is elected, if he be 
ſettled among them: But, if the People be not allowed a 
Suffrage, the Whole, or far greater Part of them, may be 
againſt the Man that is choſen and admitted; and fo the 
Oppoſition ſhall be infallibly greater, than if they were 
allowed to vote. As to Election by the People, its 
being tumuituary, I may obſerve, 1. This Objection 
is not moved againſt Heritors and Elders, which are more 
numerous in ſome Pariſhes, than the Heads of Families 
are in others. 2. If the Characters of People electing 
were once determined, there is no Hazard of 'T'umult; for 
it is not becauſe there is a Multitude, that there are Tu- 
mults, but becauſe the People keep not Rule : If the 

act according to Rule, there is no Tumult; if they a 


not according to Rule, neither let them or Heritors ei- | 


ther be regarded. 3. Daily Experience ſhews us, that 
the Contentions that ariſe about Elections of Miniſters 
flow for ordinary from the Claims of Patrons and Heri- 


tors, the One pretending this Right, and the other that 


Right, and neither ſo very cognoſcible by the Judicatories 
of the Church; and all the Claim of the poor People is, 
that they may be allowed to vote; and their Oppoſition 
ariſes from this, that they are in Hazard of having a Mini- 
ſter thruſt in upon them. 4. In a great Part of the Pa- 
riſhes of the Nation the Heritors are ſupernumerary to the 
Elders; ſo that the Elders, for themſelves, or for the 
People, are but Cyphers in the Election, unleſs the Over- 
ture were ſo contrived and expreſſed, as that, without 2a 
Majority of the Elders, there ſhould be no Election. 4. 
Seeing that it ſo happens, and we are told from the 
Word, that Diviſions muſt needs be; IJ ask at any, 
Whether it be eaſter that the People are divided in their 
electing a Miniſter, or that, being denied an elective Ca- 
pacity, they be divided from the Man elected by Heri- 
tors and Elders ? When we are in Hazard of one, of the 
two, which of them is the leſſer Inconveniency ? | 
As to the ſixth Reaſon for the Overture, namely, That 
ve Hall have a certain Rule according to which to pre. 
cee in the FEleftion of Miniſters, whereas now we have 
noue; and tho there ſhould be ſome Tnconventencies in tht 


Rate, yet better have it as it is, than want & Rule al- 
8 {8% 
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ether. I anſwer, by asking, 1. At any Man, Had not 
this Church a Rule from the Reformation to that woful 
Cataſtrophe upon the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
ſecond? 2. I ask, If this Rule was not ditterent from 
that laid down in the Overture? 3 I ask, If the Rule in 
our Books of Diſcipline, and in the Act 1649, as the ſame 
was then underſtocd, and expounded by the Divines of 
that Time, be not more agreeable to the Word of God, 
as the Rule propoſed by the Overture? 4. I ask of 
them, who ſay we have no Rule, If the Rule laid down 
in our Books of Diſcipline, and Act 1649, was ever re- 
pealed ? And, if never repealed, why do any alledge that 
we have no Rule? 5. I am ſurprized to find ſome ſay- 
ing, we have no Rule. Is there not a Rule in the New 
Teſtament ? Indeed, if there be no Rule there, he Church 
may contrive a Rule; but, according to the Overture, 
the Security of the Church, and the Privilege of its Mem- 
bers, is not conſulted. Upon this, I would offer this 
Conſideration: Either we have a Rule in the New Te- 
ſtament how to proceed in the Election of Miniſters, or 
we have none. That we have none, I hope, no true Son 
of the Church of Scotland will ſay : If we have a Rule 
in the New Teſtament, either the Overture is it, or it is 
not. That the Overture is it, I defy all the Art of Man 
to make that out. If it be not agreeable to the New-Te- 
e fiament Rule, what have we to do with it? Are we to 
e IF {et up our own Invention, which we know is not in the 
Word of God, eſpecially when we are perſwaded that 
there is a Rule in the Word of God, and that the Over- 

ture is not the Rule ? If we be dubious about what is the 
New Teſtament Rule, were it not better we brought our 
Rule as near to the Word as our Light can go, than that 
we ſhould eſtabliſh any Thing as a Rule, or Part of a 
Rule, that we know, and agree in, to have no Founda- 
tion in the New Teſtament? 6. I ſuppoſe they who 
ſay, Better have a determined Rule, than want one, mean, 
that it is better we ſhould be aſtricted to one uniform Me- 
thod of electing Miniſters, tho* the Method ſhould be in- 
convenient, than that there ſhould be ſo many Conte nti- 
ons about Calls, But will the Overture, tho? it were tur- 
ned into Act, univerſally bind ＋ Members of this W 
| | ” © 428 
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The Aſſembly, that would enact it, are not able to proj 
it to be founded on the Word of God; and therefore the» 
mult fall im with the Engliſo Church, before they can 
appoint it to be obſerved under Pain of Cenſure ; for the 
Principle of the Church of Scotlaud is, That, what is not 
agreeable to that Word is not binding: So that, inſtead of 
eſtailitning a certain Rule, we ſhall get the one Part of 
this Church cenluring the other for not obeying their 
Acts, and the oiner Part refuſing Obedience, becauſe 
theſe Acts have no Warrant in the Word of God, Which 
hath directed us how we ought to proceed in the Election 

of Church-ofticers. 1255 = 
As to the leventh Reaſon for the Overture, namely, 
That, conſidering what are the Laws of the Land cou: 
cerning the Settlement of Churches, our Acts ſhouls 
have theſe in our Eye, ſo as to conforin to theſe, as much 
a5 W2 may ; for it is inconvenient to do otherwiſe. The 
following Things may be ſaid, x. I am afraid they who 
reaſon after this Faſhion, are not well enough aware of 
the Conſequences ; for, if the Church ſhould proceed in 
this Way, we ſhall very ſoon reſolve our Eccleſiaſtick 
Government into the Will of the Magiſtrate. 2. I have 
diſtinguiſhed betwixt the Church their proceeding accor- 
cording to any Remain of Liberty, and their laying down 
ſuch a Method as a ſtanding Rule. If the Church ſhall 
be hindred from proceeding according to the New-Teſta- 
ment Rule, or in an exact Conformity thereto, they 
are not yet to paſs an Act eſtabliſhing that as a Rule that 
agrees with the Reſtriction of their Liberty, but not with 
their Principle. 3. All that could be ſaid upon this Ar- 


2 gument for the Overture ſhould only be, to make it an 


Interim, and not a ſtanding Law ; but no Reaſon can be 
given, why it ſhould or can be an Interim, becauſe it is 
not framed ſo as to eaſe us of any greater Grievance ; it 
hath no Tendency to remove Patronages, but, inſtead 
thereof, ratifies and confirms it, during the Subſiſtence 
of the Patron's Months; and, when theſe are elapſed, 
lubſtitutes another Patronage in the Hands of Heritors, 
with an indefinite Power as to Time. 4. The Overture 't- 
{elf bears, That it is deſigned only to remedy Diviſions in 
Presbyteries in the Method ot proceeding to ele& Miniſters, 
| 51 | an 
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ud ſo doth not prevent any Inconveniencies ſuſtained by the 


Laws concerning Patronages; ſo that it ſnould have been 


adverted to, if the depriving of the People of a Vote in 
the Election of a Miniſter, or the giving the Heritors ſuch 
a diſtinguiſhing Conſideration, or the acknowledging the 
Patron as one concerned in the Election of a Miniſter, 


was the Way to remedy Diviſions on this Head. 5. It 


it be inconvenient to make a Law different from, or op- 
poſite to, the Laws now in Being, concerning the Electi- 


on or Settlement of Miniſters; J ask, if it be not better to 


run the Riſque of all the apprehended Inconveniency, 
than to eſtabliſh a Rule which we ſee is not the Rule in 
the Word of God? 6. This Argument for the Overture 


can only reſpect the Patron's Conſent, and not the E- 
lection by Heritors and Elders; for, if our Acts upon the 
Head of ſettling of Churches keep the Laws of the Land 
concerning theſe in our Eye, we have no Buſineſs with 
| Heritors and Elders, becauſe the Act of Parliament 1690, 
concerning their Title in this Matter, is repealed by the 
Act aecimo Anne, reſtoring Patronages: So that they 


who would keep the Laws in their Eye in framing an 


Act concerning the Election of Miniſters, muſt make 
the Strels of their Act to ly upon the Concern and Inte- 
| reſt of the Patron in this Affair. 


It will not do to ſay, That if we would wiſh to get free 


| of Patronages, it is needful that the Overture be turned 
into Act, that theſe who would plead for Patronages, may 
| fee what we would put in their Room. For, 1. The 
| Overture includes a Reſpect to Patronages, and acknow- 
ledgeth the Patron's Concern, and ſo cannot be a Reme- 
dy of that Grievance, nor a Subſtitution of ſomething 


in its Room. 2. Altho' it were ſo conceived, as to 


| make no Mention of the Patron, or Acknowledgment 


of his Concern ; vet it is an improper Remedy, astaking 
away the jus aevolutum and putting it in the Power of 
Heritors to protract a Vacancy at Pleaſure. If any Reme- 


| dy of the Grievance of Patronage, or Subſtitution in its 
Room were deſigned, I am ſure the Act of Parliament 


1690, which was repealed by the Act gecizzo Anne, re- 


ſtoring Patronages, is far better conceived as the Over- 
ture, and hath a greater Reipect to the Privileges of the 


5 


Church, 
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Church, tho? it alſo is liable to many juſt Exceptions, 
2. In the Year 1649, when the Civil Powers aboliſhed 
Patronages, they firſt relieved the Church of that Embar. 
go, and then deſired that they would lay down a Rule: 
So that, if the Church were to act freely, they are firſt 
to be relieved of a Grievance, and then to act as God's 
Word directs ; but, if we cannot be relieved of a Grie- 
vance now, without a bartering Accommodation, it is 
more eligible, that the Church ſhould improve their re- 
maining Liberty, groning under Diſadvantages, till the 
Lord open a Door of Relief, than that by any Act 
Statute they ſhould give up with their Rights, or deter- 
mine any Thing detrimental to the Rights of any of 
their Members. 


Quets r. IX. Doth the Overture ſhew fuch 


a Regard to the Conſent of the Congre- | | 


gation, as is agreeable to the Principles 
and Acts of this Church t 


"Anſew. PT Hrs cannot be ſaid; for, xr, Whatever Re. 

gard is given to, or Power is lodged in, the 
Elderſhip by our ſecond Book of Diſcipline, and by the 
Act of Aſſembly 1649, yet there is not any other Power 
in Diſtinction from the People brought in by theſe, as in 
the Overture. The Elders were then thought, and wil 
be yet thought, in ſo far as they are Repreſentatives, to 
repreſent the rich as well as the poor Chriſtian ; for He- 
Titors, as fuch, are not Members of Church-judicatorie 
more than the Tenants ; and the Reaſon is obvious, the 
Elders are Church-officers repreſenting the Chriſtian-So- 
Cieties : So that, ſuppoſing the Elders have a repreſen- 
tative Capacity in the Election of a Miniſter, the Land- 
Jord is repreſented as well as the Tenant ; and to take in 
the Heritor and exclude the Tenant, when at the ſame 
'Time the Elders repreſentative Capacity is aſſerted, may 


land in the Heritors as ſuch, their claming a Right to ſet 


in Church-judicatories. 2. Our Books of Diſcipline and 
Acts of Aſſembly, make the Conlent of the 2 
| 0 
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en, or of the major or better MAI to the ſettling 
of a Miniſter ; and, tho' the repealed Act 1690 takes 
in Heritors and Elders as Electors, yet it alſo hath a 
Reſpect to the Conſent of the Congregation : But the 
Overture hath no Reſpect to the Conſent or Acquieſcence 
of the Congregation ; it only gives them a Title of appro- 
ving or diſapproving the Man, that is, of objecting againſt 
his Life or Doctrine; now, they may have nothing to 
fay that Way, and yet the Man elected by Heritors and 
Elders may not be their Choice. I have already ſhown 


that the Divines, in 1649, ſo interpreted the Conſent or 


Diſſent of the People, that if they inclined not the Elders 
Choice, but another unexceptionable Man rather, that 
was Ground to caſt the Man choſen by the Elders : For, 
ſay they, if they have only a Privilege of objecting againſt 
Life or Doctrine, there is no Privilege in this, but what 


any Man, who is not a Member of the Congregation, 


may claim, and will be allowed; ſo that, unleſs the 
People can libel the Man elected by Heritors and Elders, 
he mult be, according to the Overture, palmed down u- 
pon them, whether they incline him or not. | 


QuzesT. X. Have Minifters or Probatio- 
ners any Encouragement or Direction by 
the Overture to accept of Preſentations ? 


Anſw, I think they have Encouragement from the O- 
verture to accept of Preſentations, becaule, 


1. In Caſe the Moderation of a Call ſhould be ſet about 


within ſix Months after the Vacancy, the Overture de- 
termines the Conſent of the Patron needful, and acknow- 


| Jedgeth his Title as one concerned; and, when his Con- 


ſent goes along, very peremptorily appoints in the fol- 
lowing Words, That Presbyteries ſhall forthwith pro- 
ceed to the planting of the vacant Charge, without put- 
ting off till the ſix Months be elapſed. Now, when He- 
ritors and Elders, with Conſent of the Patron, apply for 
a Moderation, and the Patron is acknowledged as one 
concerned; What remaineth = Miniſters and Probationers 
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to judge, but that they may accept of a Preſentation from 
him whom an Aſſembly of the Church acknowledges ex- 
preſly to te one concerned in the Application for ſupply- 
ing the Vacancy ? 2, The Overture recommends to all 
Miniſters and Preachers, to take Care they a0 not en- 
courage or go into any Method for planting vacant 
Churches, contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, this Rule; 
that is, Ita Call be moderate within the {ix Months after 
the Vacancy, they be ſure to have the Conſent of the Pa- 
tron before they fall in with the Call. Tho” the whole Pa- 
Tiſh ſhould be for a Man, if the Heritors and Elders, and 
Patron, concur not, they are not to have any Bulineſs 
with the Affair; hereby they are pretty exprelly directed 
to accept of Preſentations. 3. It will not do here to ſay, 


That there is no more means by the Conſent of the Pa. 


zron, but that he allows Heritors ana Elaers to proceed 
evithin his Months to eteft, tho" the Law aenuacs 


them of that Privilege. For this is no Advantage to - 


them, unleſs the Patron accept of the Man the Heritors 
and Elders ſhall chuſe, If they elect not whom he inclines 
to preſent, as long as his Months are not elapſed, he is 
at Liberty to pretent whom he pleaſes ; and, according to 
the Overture, the Perſons preſented may accept of his 
Preſentation, becauſe he is one ſo ſpecially concerned, that 
His Conſent is eſtabliſhed as a fine quo nom in the Election. 
If it be ſaid, O but they are to have nothing to do with 
His Preſentation, unleſs the Majority of Heritors and 
Elaers concur ; This is itill a broad Direction and Allow- 
ance of Patronages with certain Limitations; whereas, I 
have ſhown from the Principles of this Church, and the 
Doctrine of eminent Presbyterian Divines, that Patronages 
cannot be ſo limited as to be lawfully exerciſed. 4. When 
the Pariſh is in Hazard of being trepaned by the Patron, 
under a Pretence of allowing them a free Election, were 
It not better a Delay were made till his Right were run 
out, and then ſound the Inclinations of the Pariſh in the 
moſt proper Way; but to appoint the Moderation of a 


Call within the Patron's Months, is to give him an Op- 
portunity of prefenting, under a Pretence of allowing an 


Election; and to own his Concern, is to warrant that 
| | Acknow- 
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acknowled ment that is made of his Concern by accept. 
ing his Preſentation. no 


QuesT. XI. Seeing Preſentations have no 

Force in Law, unleſs accepted by the Pre- 
ſentee, might we not rather expect an 
Aci of Aſſembly againſt Acceptances? Or, 
cohy have we no ſuch Act ? e 


| Anſaw. (COnlidering the Advantage given us by the Act 


of Parliament 1919, by which a Preſentation 


is of no Force in Law unleſs accepted, what remained 


for this Church to get rid of the complained-of Grievan- 
ces, but to diſcharge all Miniſters and Probationers from 
accepting ? And that this hath not been done, is owing 
partly, 1. To this, that the ſeveral Presbyteries in the Na- 
tion have not ſo urged this Affair, as they ought to 
have done. When People are not themſelves troubled 


with Preſentations, they are not ſo warmly affected with 


the Diltreſs that many Corners of the Church are in upon 
Account of chem. 2. There have been, and are, ſo ma- 


ny ſcandalous Party- projects and Deſigns in the Settle- 


ments of Churches, that for promoting theſe Ends, and 
the pleaſing of great Men, any Complaints againſt Accep- 
tances are ſo far from being regarded, that the Accepters 
are ſupported, and particular Presbyteries, that would cen- 
{ure the Accepters, are diſapproven. 3. Churches are now 
ſo commonly planted by them who make their Entry by 
Preſentations, that we ſee how much thoſe Perſons pre- 
ſented are bound to a laviſh Dependence on the Patron, 


and how much they ſtudy all they can to ſupport and 


maintain the Parron's Intereſt. - 4. It is | er tho? 
without any Ground, That to make an Act againſt Acceß- 
eances, would be a flying in the Face of the Law eſta- 
vhiſping Patronages; A poor and filly Pretence. The 
Law hath put it in our Power to render a Preſentation 
void and null, but yet we will not exert that Power. But 
this bringeth forth another Queſtion, vis. 
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Q rs. XII. I the Aſemblys Overture 
making Heritors and Elders Electors of 


Mini ſters were turned into Act, would it 
not be a flying in the Face of the Law? 


Anſw. 1. I Grant there is an Act of Parliament in 1690, 

| giving the Heritors a diſtinguiſhing Capa. 
City in the Election of Miniſters : But what is become of 
the Church of Scotland, either as to her Belief of the 
Word of God as the Rule in this Matter, or as to her 


zealous Defence of her juſtly claimed Privileges, when Ci- 


vil Laws mult be the Meaſure and Directory of her Acts, 
or ſhe will not paſs an Act agreeable to her own Principles, 


unleſs the Laws ſo permit? If we had been always fo pru- 


dent and cautious, I queſtion very much if we had been 
any Church this Day. 
2. Tho? the Act 1690 were now a ſtanding Law, yet 


this Overture is not altogether agreeable thereto : It re-. 


gards the Conſent. of the Congregation and the Seſſion, 


| which I think will be found to be the Majority of the 


Elders, their Votes mult be had; but the Overture makes 


the Heritors and Elders as a conjunct Body: So that, if 


the Heritors be ſupernumerary, the Elders are but Cy- 
phers, the Seſſion ſignifies nothing, | 
But, 3. Tho” the Overture were to a Word conform 


to the Act 1690, yet the Act 10720 Anne, reſtoring Pa- 


tronages, repeals that Act, as what had occaſioned Heats 
and Diviſions: So that to make an Act on the Footing 


of the Act of Parliament 1690, is a double flying in the 


Face of Law ; the Overzure is not exactly agreeable to the 
Patronage Act, but is pleaded to be the ſame with an ab- 

rogated and repeated Act. | 
4. It might be thought, that when the Church is un- 
der a Neceſſity of proceeding in a different, yea, in an 
oppoſite Courſe ro ſome humane Laws, if they ever be 
careful to act in a Way agreeable to the Dictates of their 
Great Lord and Maſter, it ſhould be then: For, no hu- 
mane Device (as is the Overzure) can be of ſufficient 
Weight to vindicate the Church, when acting contrary 
£9 
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— 


God than Man? Or this will intitle the Church to th 


ſors. 


of the Law, 


fore now © Or, is this Overture clothe 


with all the Advantages of any former of 


this Kind ? 


Anſw, x, IN the Year 1705, we find a Tranſmiſſion 


L of a great Body of Overtures, among hic 


to a ſtanding Civil Law ; but,when the Church keeps by 
the Word of God as their Rule, this will anſwer all 
Challenges as Tranſgreſſors of humane Laws; and they 
can ask with Confidence, Whether it be better to obey 
at 
Grace which will ſupport when ſuffering as Tranſgreſ- 


5. As the Overture is a flying in the Face of the Law, 
for the Subſtance of it, being modelled according to the re- 
aled Act 1690 ; ſo it is without Ground to ſay, That 
an Act againſt Acceptances would be a flying in the 
Face of the Lay, is cannot be, unleſs the Patronage- 
Act commanded and appointed Acceptances ; but no ſuch 
Thing is done: Therefore an Act againſt Acceptances 
would be no flying in the Face of the Law, but a rea- 
ſonable Improvement of the Advantage the Law hath gi- 
ven us. But I am afraid, if the Overture be turned into 
| a ſtanding Act, the Contrivers of it will find out a Sub- 
auditur in the Act, or a ſecret Article of the Treaty, by 
which to accompliſh their Projects, and to reconcile the 

e Overtare with their groundleſs Reaſonings about the flying 
in the Face of Law; and it may be this, That without 
E the Conſent of the Patron Church-Judicatories ſhall not 
be allowed to proceed : So that for all the juſt Excep- 
tions againſt the Overture, as making Heritors and El- 
ders Electors, the Matter is like to reſolve into the Pa- 
tron's Hands. Thus the Contrivers of the Overture may 
may find a Way, tho' to the Ruin of this Church, to 
defend themſelves againſt a Charge of fying in the Face 


Quzs r. XIII. Vas ever any Overture of 
this Kind tranſsmitted to Presbyteries be- 
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are 
1s the Method of electing by Heritors and Elders ; but 


theſe Overtures as yet have been laid aſide. 2. In the 


Years 1719 and 1720, theſe of the larger Overtures that 
concern Church- ſeſſions and Presbyteries were tranſmit- 
ted; yet, for all the Amendments they got in 1720, the 
Aſſembly 1721 thought it inconvenient to turn them into 
Acts. 3. In the Year 1711, there was a particular Over- 
ture concerning the Planting of Churches, ranquam jure 
aevolnto, tranimitted ; but nothing done upon it, that I 
remember, till the Year 1719, that it was tranſmitted 46 
novo: But, the Presbyteries returning their Exceptions 
againſt it Anmo 1920, the Aſſembly that Vear re-tranſmitted 
it, with this Correction and Limitation concerning Heri- 
tors, viz. That they be well affected to the Government 
of Church and State. Notwithſtanding of all this Cor- 
rection, the Plurality of Presbyteries excepted fo much 
againſt it, as that the Aſſembly 1721 laid it aſide, as in- 
convenient to be put into Act, tho' really the Over- 
ture was then in better Circumſtances than what it is 
now: For, 1. 'The Heritors who were to be regarded 


were ſuch as ſtood well-affected to the Government of 


Church and State. 2. The Overture had then no Regard 
to the Conlent of the Patron, as now; nor were Presby- 
teries appointed to proceed during the Patron's fix 


Months, which can have no better Conſequences than the 


involving them with the Patron, or the making the Set- 
tlement to depend upon the Patron's Conſent. 3. The 


Overture, as it ſtood tranſmitted in 1719 and 1720, ap- 


points, That the Elders try the Inclinations of the Head, 
of Families, and Perſons of good Reputation in the 
Pariſh, and have Regard thereto in the Choice of a 
Miniſter; and the Presbytery ſhall uſe all Means, both 
zo know the Tnclinations of Heritors and People, and to 
obtain their Conſent, before they give a Presbyterial Call. 
But no ſuch Reſpe& or Regard is ſhown the People by 
the Overture in its preſent Shape. 4. The very Form of 
the Call, as it is in the larger Overture, bears, That the 


Heriters and Filders have agreed with the Conſent of the 


Pariſhoners. But, according to our now Overture, e 


Hleritors and Elders proceed to eleft, and then propoſe the 


Man to be approven or diſapproven ty the Congregation. 
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By the former and the larger Overtures, Heritors and 
Elders are to proceed with the Conſent of the People ; 


but, by the preſent Overture, no Word of the Conſent 


ot the People; but, inſtead thereof, they are to proceed 


with the Conſent of the Patron. Theſe are pretty con- 
fiderable Changes to the worſe, and yet the Aſſembly 
1721 thought it inconvenient to put theſe Overtures into 
Acts; but now it ſeems ſome judge it expedient to put 


an Overture into Act, that is not corrected, but made 


vaſtly worſe. I know no Conveniency that can now 
be pleaded for the Overture in a worſe Shape, that could 
not in 172 1 be found for it in a better Shape, unleſs it be 
the Conveniency of reſolving all into the Hands of the 
Patron, ſo that tome forced Settlements may (as the Stile 
now is) be made the more effectual. 


Ques T. XIV. I this Overture tranſmitted 


in a May agreeable to the Aﬀs of former 
General Aſſemblies, and their Faith pled 
ged thereanent ? 


Auſv. JT is not: For, 1. By the Ninth A& of Aſſem- 
bly 1697, what is to be a binding Rule to 


the Church, is to be tranſmitted firſt as an Overture be- 


fore it be put into Act; but this Overture hath the 
Force of an Act for a Year, before the Judgment of Pres- 
byteries thereupon could be got. 2: It is expreſly decla- 
red by the 5th Act of Aſſembly 1721, That, before this 
Overture ſhonld be turned into Act, it ſhoula be again 
tranſmitted to Presbyteries. Now, it is not a little ſur- 
priſing, that when the Aſſembly 1721 thought it incon- 
venient to turn an Overture of this Kind into Act, when 
it was in better Circumſtances, that the Aſſmebly 1731, 
Ten Years thereafter, when every Body will allow the 
Times to be worſe, ſhould give this Overture the Force 


of an Act for a Year, when both the Times are worle, 
and the Overture is worſe conceived, and ſeveral Things 


are taken in to it of more dangerous Conſequences to 


this Church, than in the Shape in which it was tranſmit- 


ted 
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ted, Anno 120, and was rejected as inconvenient to bi 


ut into Act Anno 1721. | 1% 
It will not do here to ſay, That the Meaning of theſe 
mentioned Acts, is only, that the Overtures are not to be 
made ſtanding and continuing Laws, till the Fudgment 
of Presbyteries be had upon them, and not that they 
may not have the Force of an Act, till Presbyteries give 
zheir Returns. 
For, 1. It ſeems very unaccountable, that an Overture 
tranſmitted for Advice, if it be lawful or proper to turn it 
into Act, ſhould have the Force of an AR, till Judg- 
ment concerning it be given : If Presbyteries ſhall return 
the Overture with this Opinion, that it is unlawful, and 
is diſagreeable to the Word of God, what ſhall be thought 
of the Inadvertency of a Church, to give ſuch a Thing 
a Year's bearing? 2. The Aſſembly 1721 laid aſide an O- 
'verture of this Kind, as inconvenient to be turned into Act, 
engaging to retranſmir ic before ic ſhould be again enacted ; 
and many do think it raſh and unfair, to give this Over- 
the Force of an Act, when it was clothed with more 
Inconveniencies, and contained in it more Things juſtly 
exceptionable. 3. Altho? there were not ſuch an Act as 
that of 1697, concerning the Method of tranſmitting O- 
vertures in general, nor ſuch an Act as 1721, relating to 
an Overture of this Kind in particular; the many Com- 
plaints before our Aſſemblies upon the Head of Patrona- 

es, and forced Settlements of Congregations, againſt the 
Will of the People, required more Caution and Tender- 
neſs, than to make that an Act for a Year, which might 

ive Occaſion to ſo many Debates as do obtain with Re- 
ſped to Settlements. So that this Overture is conceiv'd 
in Terms more inconſiſtent with the Principles of this 
Church than any of this Kind, and is tranſmitted in a 

Way diſagreeable to Acts of Aſſembly, and their Faith 
pledged in theſe. R 
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Qrz ST. XV. Should this Overture be turn d 


into an Ad, will it at all remedy the Incon- 
 geniencies and Diviſions that have ariſen, 


or do ariſe upon the Planting of vacant 
Churches, as is propoſed thereby ? 
Anſw. 1. TH E being united in the Matter of the O- 


verture, would be an Union upon atio- 
ther Footing than Truth, and the Principles of the Church 


of Scotland; ſo that an Union of this Kind would not 


anſwer to the Inconveniency of flying in the Face of our 
Principles. But, 2. I hope, this Church is not ſo dege- 
nerated, as to fall in with the Overture, or be bound by 


| it, tho” it were turned into Act; fo that it will not an- 


ſwer the pretended End of being an uniform Rule. The 


| Patrons of the Overture would have it take it Effect; o- 


thers think it hath no Foundation in, but is contrary to, 


the Word of God ; therefore the Qvertyre-men will be ſa 
good, as to excuſe ſuch, who chuſe rather to follow the 
Word of God, than a humane Device. But, I am afraid, 


if once it be turned into Act, its Patrons will plead it to 
be a Part of our Conſtitution; a Word they very often af- 


front, and are zealous to ſpell and pronounce, when they are 
taking the moſt direct Methods to ruine our Conſtitution. 


3. It we take a right View of Diviſions, the Overture er 
rather to be conceiv*'d to increaſe, than to remedy, them ; 
And this I think will unqueſtionably appear, if we conſi- 
der Diviſions either as in the Judicatories of the Church, 


or among the Electors of a Miniſter, or between the People 
and the obtruded Paſtor. As to Diviſions in Church- 
judicatories, both tie Members of one and the ſame Judi- 
| Catory will be divided, and Judicatories from one another. 
As to the Electors of Miniſters, they ſhall be divided as to 


their ſeveral Rights, and Claims, and preferable Titles, 
eſpecially in the Matter of Heritors. As to the People, 
they will be divided from the obtruded Paſtor ; and what 
will his Miniſtry do to them, who will not ſubmit there- 
to? I know *tis ſaid, There is uo Fear but the People 
ut ſubmit, and they do ſubinit, even where they — 

ee 


| 4% 
been averſe to the Seetiement. But, as Inſtances can. 
given to the contrar) of this, ſo, where People har the 
obtruded Miniſter, it is, becauſe they cannot convetients 
ly attend elſewhere ; and itill they have Grudges in ther 
Minds, which they ſcruple not on any Occaſion to expreſs 
But there is one {ad Ingredient of Divifion,or,l may ſay, the 
very Soul of Diviſion, that will be found the Conſquence 
of turning the Overture into Act, and that is, the Ale. 
nation 4 Affection that will be among Paſtors, and be- 
tween Paſtors and their People; the Patrons of the Over: 
ture, and the Promoters of the many woful Settlements 
that now obtain, being either ſuſpected of DilafteCtion 
to this Church, or as under a wotul Neutrality concernin 
the Intereſts thereof. So that J am afraid the Overture's 
being turned into an Act, ſhall be among ſome of the un- 
happy Aras of this Church, and will never contribute 


to its 7 p— 
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